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PREFACE. 


was to recommend the book to 

which it is prefixed to the favour 
of the reader, this would certainly 
need none. 'The reputation of M, 
Van Hoey is ſufficient to excite the 
curioſity of the publick ; and the 
letters of a miniſter who has been 
fifteen years the favourite diſciple of 
the late cardinal de Fleury, mult de- 
ſerve the notice of the world, while 
there is any taſte for politics left, 
But my buſineſs, as an editor, is not 
to trouble ſuch as peruſe this work 
with what they will fand in it, but 


to 


1 the ſole buſineſs of a preface 


(iy) 
to account for ſome things which 


may be neceſſary to make it the 
better underſtood. 


One may reaſonably ſuppoſe that 
the firſt queſtion that will be asked 
about theſe letters is, How they came 
to be printed? And the anſwer to 
that is not very eaſy, Whoever 
reads them will diſcern that they 
have occaſioned a good deal of trou- 
ble both to the author and his ma- 
{ters, which might probably cauſe 
the making ſome copies of them 
for particular uſcs; and for the 
ſame reaſon we may ſuppoſe, that 
the reſt of the pieces that are to be 
met with in this volume, were added 
to them by degrees, and when they 
became at laſt the object of an 
extraordinary reſolution of the ſtates 
general, this muſt neceſſarily create 
more and more diſcourſe about 
them, and excite a more than or- 
dinary defire of being acquainted 

- with 


Ba 
with their contents; which it is very 
likely firſt multiplied manuſcripts, 
and then it is no difficult matter 
to conceive how one of theſe ſhould 
ſteal to the preſs. 


This I am the rather inclined 
to think is a true account of the 
matter, from the order in which 
the letters ſtand ; wherein we have 
frſt a ſeries of this miniſters nego- 
ciations from his own pen, and then, 
by way of appendix, ſeveral diſ- 
patches, from cardinal Fleury, &c. 
and other papers neceſſary to ſup- 
port and explain them ; and laſtly, 
the letters of M. Van Hoey, which 
apologize for his conduct, after he 
knew, by their ſolemn reſolution, 
that his maſters took it ill he ſhould 
attempt to lead them by the noſe. 


If theſe had been digeſted into a 
chronological, which moſt people 
will be apt to call their natural or- 
| der, 


(vi) 

der, they might have appeared more 
methodical, but would have been 
really leſs intelligible; and therefore 
it was, after mature deliberation, 
judged beſt to leave them as they 
are, and to help the chronology by 
a table. 


Theſe particulars will take away 
all doubts and difficulties, and put 


the reader in full poſſeſſion of what 


we intended to give him. As to 
political reflections, it is impoſſible 
to make any, which would not of- 


fend ſome party amongſt us, and 


thereby defeat the great end of this 
blication, which was to oblige 
all, We will therefore ſubmit them 
without farther introduction to the 
candid peruſal of Britiſb politicians, 
with this ſingle obſervation, that if 
ever miniſters are ſeen without diſ- 
guiſe, it muſt be in their letters. 
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M. YAN HOEY, 


Auna s SA BOR from the States- 


General to the French Court. 5 


To M. Secretary FA G E . 


SIR, 


w WAS at 37 aller on Ti Ful laſt 
where 1 had the honour to ſee Mon- 

fieur the Cardinal and M. Amelot, and, 
from the converſation I had with theſe 
miniſters, I am more and more fatisfied as 


to what I have had the honour to infotm 


you often, that this court is inthe moſt perfect 
diſpoſition x — contribute by all means poſſible 


to fatisfy he Teal and to increaſe and 
2 the iendſhip between the two 


nations. 


The long delay of the news as to the ſuc- 


| cels:of the Engliſb before Carthegena, is the 


reaſon that the world flatters itfelt here more 
B and 


a SLAC . 2. 
and more with, the hopes that this city wil 
be able to hold out againſt their utmoſt ef- 
forts; the court, however, is ſtill under the 
ſame terxors and coniinual apprehenſiqns as 
to dangerous conſequences from the Engliſh 
attempts on the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies. 

It appears to me, that as it is here under- 
ſtoodt to be the principatobject of the Erg/i/h 
policy at preſent to ſucceed in this enterprize, 
ſo all the thoughts of the French court tend 
folely to defeat it; and as with this view 
they. would endeavour by ſome diverſion on 
this fide to put it out of the power of Eng- 
land to carry it into execution, the Eng/:/h 
on the other. hand aim at hindoring a 
from being able to make thereto any conſſ- 
derable oppoſition. 3 | 

The thing being ſo, and that too vifibly 
to leave any doubt after fo many eviden 
marks of the intentions of both courts, it tab 
lows, , that we cannot too-afliduouſly: la 
to bring about! a pacihcation»between:s 
and England, that work being become indiſ- 
penſible, if We would ſucesed in any ſcheme 
tor re-eſtabliſhing the peacerof Europ. 
They have diſcourſed me again, as they 
do frequently, on the motives touched on in 
ſeveral of my former; and particularly that 
of the gth of this month, by which they are 
here led to judge that their high mightiriefles 
ſhould undertake this great and important 
work, and proſecute it with all poſſible zeal. 
| p I 
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I never fail to put them in mind of the 
inſults offered by the Spaniards to veſſels be- 
longing to the ſubjects of the republic, and 
the juſt complaints we have a right to make 


againſt Spain. 


The anſwer that I receive to this is, that 
they are far from juſtifying the Spaniſh go- 
vernment, ſince it ſhews no greater reſpect to- 
wards the French nation. That we ought 
to conſider that this is but a ſlight evil, and 
which may be eaſily repaired ; whereas, in 
caſe the Engliſh ſhould carry their point, 
ind become maſters of the Spaniſh America, 
or even-of its commerce, they will abſolute- 
ly cut the nerves and arteries of this nation, 
and of ours too. 

They add, that we ſhall neceſſary find a 
ſolid reparation of our grievances from the 
ſucceſs of the laudable endeavours of their 
high mightineſſes in this work of pacification, 
and that by the ſame means they will be pre- 
vented for the future ; and that at all events 
their high mightineſſes may labour this with 
the greater ſecurity, ſince on the one hand 
there 1s honour to be acquired, and no riſk 
run on the other, | 

They likewiſe take notice of the vigilance 
which their high mightineſſes expreſſed here- 
tofore in the laſt general war, and at the 
peace of Utrecht, and their watchfulneſs to 
prevent the Engli/h from attempting any 
thing on the Spaniſh America; as allo the 
ws B 2 icalouſy 
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jealouſy which the republic ſhewed as ta 
the advantages which they would have ſti- 
pulated for their commerce in thoſe parts. 
So that, when the court of France compares 
this policy with the indifference ſhewn at 
preſent by their high mightineſſes, when 
the Spaniſh Indies are in the utmoſt and moſt 
manifeſt danger of being totally ſubdued by 
the Engliſh, they infer from thence, that 
the court of London has found the way ta 
divert the attention of their high mightineſ- 
ſes, by exhibiting to them the pictures of 
other dangers in a ſtrong light, or by flatter- 
ing them with the hopes of ſharing theſe 
conqueſts, or, in fine, by amuſing them with 
ſpecious promiſes of their having only mo- 
derate views. 

To this the court of Fance thinks it ought 
to oppoſe nothing more than its endeavours 
to diſſipate by all means that chimera of am- 
bitious deſigns, which they would attribute 
to this crown, by means of which England 
never ceaſes her endeavours to terrify the re- 
public; and this they here with the rather 
to ſucceed in, that the uſeleſs diſſipation of 
the ſtrength of the republic, the heightening 
diſtruſts between the two nations, and in fine 
the breach of the band of amity between 
them (all neceſſary and fatal conſequences 
of theſe ill · grounded ſuſpicions) can be avoid- 
ed no other way. For as to the two other 
methods be fore- mentioned, by which 0 

an 
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land would intereſt the republic in her Ame- 
rican expeditions, they cannot figure to 
themſelves here, that the republic would 
enter, 1f I may ſo ſpeak, into a partnerſhip 
with the lion, and hunt with him ; nar that 
it is poſſible to imagine any means by which 
the general commerce of thoſe Indies, as 
well in reſpect to the ſtates as all other na- 
tions, can be ſecured, other than by putting 
an end to this war between Spain and Eng- 
land, on ſuch terms as that on the one hand 
the illicit commerce may be reſtrained as 
much as poſſible, and on the other, ſuch 
nations as are intereſted in that part of the 
world, may freely navigate their veſſels to 
their own colonies, 

They are farther clearly of opinion here, 
that the putting of all nations on an equality 
in this commerce, 1s the ſole means by which 
they can be ſecured in the free enjoyment 
of it, ſince this equality will be the Fruit of 
the natural and neceſſary guaranty of one 
nation for the other, the cauſe of one will 
become the cauſe of the other, and conſe- 
Ae the common cauſe of all; whereas, 
the deſire of having advantage over other na- 
tions, muſt neceſſarily produce a rupture of 
this natural guaranty, as well as many other 
effects prejudicial to all. | 

I cannot forbear adding what the cardinal 
told me in our laſt converſation, © The Eng- 
* liſh, ſaid he, are in the wrong to think 

Ve 
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* me their enemy. It depends only upon 


c 


* 


them to have convincing proofs of the 
contrary. Let them put themſelves but 
« for a moment in our place, and let 
them act towards us as they might juſtly 
te expect we ſhould act towards them on 4 
* like occaſion.” I am 


I. | 


< 


2 


ae June Str 5 yours 5 &c, 
23. 1741. | | 


LET 1 ER from M. Van Hoey 
1 „ to M. Fagel. | 


STR, 

HAD the honour laſt Tueſday to ſee the 

Cardinal and M. Amnelot at Verſailles. J 
was afterwards at M. Amelot's, and opened 
the converſation with that miniſter, by ſay- 
ing, that the ſtates-general perſiſted i in their 
conſtant deſire of cultivating the moſt perfect 
friendſhip with this crown. But his excel- 
lency anſwered me, © What weight would 
* you have us lay u pon theſe verbal aſſuran- 
* ces when they are falſified by facts? Is 


e there not a member of the very ſtates 


te themſelves, who, after having gained him- 
« ſelf mich credit among the people; and 
** captivated their affections, endeavours by 
« his writings to raiſe the mob i in order to 
<< force the "fates into a war? and what 


"we other thing, hüt the certain hopes of ſuc- 


cc ceſs, 


2 4 
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<« ceſs, continued this miniſter, could in- 
% duce that writer to flatter himſelf with 
e impunity after ſuch an attempt?” My 
anſwer conſiſted partly in giving him to un- 
derftand, that theſe , writings. were mere 
flights of fancy. and poetic:fictions, which in 
all ages had met with ſuch indulgence, that 
it was, become a proverb, all things are Jaw- 
ful to painters and to poets; and partly in 
that I inſinuated my being thoroughly ſatis- 
fied, that he was too juſt to ground on the 
words of any one member, how raſh ſoever 
they might appear, a judgment diſadvanta- 
geous to the ſincerity of a whole ſtate. 
Upon this M. Amelot read the tranſlation 
of two pieces in verſe, one after the other, 
adding, that it wWas to no purpoſe to juſtify 
an author who diſcovered his pernicious de- 
gps fo. ee . 
As to the ſecond part of my anſwer, his 
excellency, ſaid the ſame thing to me that 
the cardinal had done the Fiday before, viz. 
thatundoubtedly the republic would preſerve 
its liberty as long as it ſhould be ſenſible that 
its moſt natural and moſt important intereſt 
conſiſts in preſervinga conſtantfriendſhip wy 
this crown. But that the period of its fa] 
ieemed to draw. nigh, when with im unity, 
people contrived to throw all into contuſion 
this impunity. proving how little authority, 
the government had, and how far the con- 
nivance 


(3) 
nivante of ſome, and the timidity of other 
extended; 5 . 2 x 
I did not fail making uſe of all that tould 
be ſaid on the ſubject; in order to diſſi- 
ate the finiſter ideas of that miniſter; But 
he replied; that I did well to talk at this 
tate; but as for him; he conſideted the re- 
8 as in E danger from the diſpo⸗ 
ition of peoples minds at preſent, than ſhe 
had ever been in heretofore; However he 
is always ſafe that God keeps. For his part 
he wiſhed all might turn to the republic's 
utmoſt advantage. 8 | | 

After this, I had the honour to ſee the 
cardinal, who ſeemed to me extremely 
moved at the two poems; he faid that the 
rank which the author held in the gobern- 
ment, muſt neceſſarily give credit to the 
atrocious calumny of corruption with which 
he endeavoured, to ſtigmatize in his verſes 
fo. many worthy and illuſtrious perſons in 
the regency of the republic. 5 
The tendet heart of the catdinal, which 
inclines him always to wiſh well to the re- 
public, and to do juftice to the wifdom of its 
government, furniſhed me with the meafis 
of quieting him, and was the cauſe that 
with reſpect to the preſervation of the peace 
of the republic, I bound the leſs trouble in 


bringing him back to that ſtate of mind in 
In 


which I found him laſt Su⁰⁰:imy. 
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In our converſation his eminency obler- 
ved, that in a ſtate the conſequences ol a 
chimerical danger were not leſs to be feared, 
than thoſe of an imaginary malady in the 
body, which by degrees is weakned, and 
cven entirely deſtroyed by the uſe of a mul- 
titude of remedies; | 

As I recollected that the enemies of the 
ſtate had given advice as if this court, con- 
trary to good faith, deſigned to form, in 
the beginning of next ſpring, a formidable 
camp on the frontiers of the Auſtrian Nu 
therlands, and another under the cannon of 
Liege, I aſk'd the cardinal what there was 
in this ſtory ; his excellency anſwer'd, that 
it was a lye of the ſame ſtamp with ſo ma- 
ny thouſand others that had been invented 
trom the beginning, with an intent to de- 
ceive the ſtate, and to induce it to take falſe 
meaſures, The concluſion of this diſcourſe 
was, that he who loves danger, gencrally 
perithes by it; but ſuch he faid was the at- 
tection of france, that at leaſt if the repub- 
lic did not render the thing altogether im- 
poſſible, this crown would never fail, on 
every occaſion, to make it manifeſt by facts, 
now much ſhe intereſts herſelf in the pre- 
icrvation and proſperity of the republic. 

I ſaw the fame day all the other mini- 
{ters of ſtate, who in reſpect to thoſe poem 
talk'd to me in the ſame ſtrain a« the cardi- 
dak and M. Amclot, 

* A 
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A paper added to this diſpatch. 


A deputy from the province of Frzeſ- 
land to the ſtates-general, a young man 
lively, witty, learned, and a good patriot, 
has lately publiſhed two pieces in verſe, 
which make a great noiſe, The one 
conſiſts of 16 ſtanza's of four verſes each: 
it is an application of ſeveral odes of 
Horace to the preſent ſituation of the 
republic, who in this poem is made to 
ſpeak. The other piece conſiſts of about 
an hundred elegiac verſes : it is an allegory 
founded on the hiſtory of Leonidas the 
generous defender of Sparta and of Greece, 
and the entry of Xerxes through the 
ſtreights of Thermopilæ, after the Perſian 
monarch had found means to ſow diſ- 
cord among the Greeks. The whole is 
applied by the author to the preſent times 
in order to influence the people to the 
augmentation of troops, and the entering 


<« into a war.“ 


I am, 


17482. 


Paris, Feb. 16, Sir, yours, &c. 
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M. Yan Hoey to M. Fagel. 


S 1 R, 
N Thurſday laſt I ſaw M. Amelot, and 


his excellency informed me, accord- 

ing to the laſt adyices he received, the fer- 
mentation of ſpirit in our republic was ſtill 
increaſing, inſomuch that it was publicly 
aſſerted in the United Provinces, that it was 
neceſſary to make a third augmentation of 
troops, and at the ſame time to create a 
ſtadtholder in order to be ſafe from France 
and Pruſſia. The conſequence this miniſter 
would draw from thence, was, that this evil 
could never be remedied till we reſolve to 
tear up its cauſe by the roots : that to take 
ſuch precautions would render it evident 
that the ſtates diſtruſt France, notwithſtand- 
ing all the aſſurances ſhe had given in order 
to draw the band of friendſhip the cloſer, 
which appeared to her the ſureſt methods 
for curing that inquietude which ought to 
be irradicated from the body of the ſtate as 
a mortal cancer : that there was nothing 
more certain than that this alarm ſo gene- 
rally ſpread, flowed from the artificial inſi- 
nuations of the enemies of the republic : that 
it did not appear at all impoſſible to him, 
that the ſame enemies might miſlead the 
ſtate into total deſtruction : that it was 
equally certain that the immutable and con- 
| © 2 ſtant 
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ſtant maxims of the Eugliſſi were, I. To 
leſten the navigation and commerce of 
the ſlate, and to weaken its naval force. 

II. To keep up a milunderſtanding be- 
tween the ſtates and the crown of France, 

111 order to keep the republic dependant on 
them, and to give her law. To which, 
continued he, we may add two other conſi- 
derations , vg. that the Eugliſh endeavour 
to involve the republic in a war with this 
crown from their jealouly of fecing its com- 
merce flouriſh by the continuance of peace, 

while theirs is deſtroyed by a war; and they 
reckon to be able, by means of the repub- 
lic, to give France lo much trouble on 
that ſide, 25 that it (hall not be in her power 
to oppoſe their deſign, to make themſelves 
maſters of the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies. 

By this one plainly ſees the opinion they 
have here of the credit England hath: with 
the republic, which may poſſibly engage the 
crown of France to put itſelf into a condition 
to have nothing to fear from the bad deſigns 
ot the Engliſh, who endeavour to excite the 
republic to take up arms againſt France. 

I have faid all I could to diſabuſe M. 
Auielot, but to no purpoſe ; and from that 
day to this Wedneſday evening I have not been 
able to ſpeak with the cardinal, who hath 
hut himſelf up in his apartment and ſees no- 
body, ſo that it is very uncertain whether I 
all be able to diſcourſe with him before the 

departure 
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departure of the poſt. For this reaſon there- 
fore, I have given his eminency to underſtand, 
by a billet, that I have indirect advice that the 
{tate is very well inclined to enter into a ne- 
gotiation on the terms they had formerly pro- 
poſed to him ; and that I beſought his emi- 
nency to give me ſome light as to certain 
points, which I therein mentioned, 

I have obſerved, that all the advices that 
come from the Un:ted Provinces agree with 
the notions of M. Amelot, and that we may 
attribute all this to certain poetry, as well 
as to frights about religion, which ſeem to 
have penetrated the hearts of our preachers. 
But this is no more than 2 hypocriſy. 
We ought upon this occaſion, to call to 
mind how, in the times of queen El:zabeth 
and the earl of Leiceſter, England gave law 
to the republic, and knew how to hold her 
in dependance ; and how caſy it was for that 
crown, after the death of Charlis II. kin 
of Spain, to ally herſelf with the republic 
for dethroning Philip V. although the had 
ſolemnly acknowledged him juſt betore : fo 
that at this day it will not be more difficult for 
the Engliſh to engage the republic to make 
tuch efforts as are beyond her ſtrength, and 
which conſequently can have no other ten- 
dency than to deſtroy her. You will eaſily 
judge, Sir, that there is nothing more cer- 
tain than, as the enemies of the republic 
have ſucceeded in ſowing jealouſies there of 


the 
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the crown of France, they may alſo ſucceed 
in giving ill impreſſions to this court, and 
creating in her a reciprocal diſtruſt of the re- 
public, on account of the great augmentation 
ſhe hath lately made. 
It is true that the canſequences of ſo great 
a fermentation are very pernicious, but it 
will not be impoſſible to remedy them, eſpe- 
cially if their high mightineſſes have really an 
intention to preferve peace and friendſhip with 
this crown, and to agree upon ſuch means 
as ſhe may judge moſt capable of ſtrengthen- 
ing this good intelligence. 
I had procecded thus far, Sir, when J 
received the cardinal's anſwer to my billet, 
which I have the honour to annex to this 


letter, that you may ſee in how gracious a 


manner his eminency gives me leave to come 
to him at Ii, which I did this Thurſday 
morning. 

In our converſation, the cardinal did no 
more than aſſure me by word of mouth 
of what is contained in the forementioned 
letter, in the ſtrongeſt terms, and after a 
manner which demopttrates the ſincerity ot 
his ſentiments, as to the intereſt of the re- 
public ; he told me, however, that the re- 
public had indeed ſtrong reaſons to culti- 
vate a friendſhip with the crown of Eng- 
land, but that the ought not to be wholly 
at her devotion, ſince, from reaſons and 
maxims perpetual ; in their nature, her inte- 
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reſts were in eternal oppoſition to thoſe of 
the ſtate ; fince the Eng/zſh could not ſut- 
fer any rival in commerce, which was how- 
ever (if the expreſſion might be allowed) 
the very ſoul of the republic. 

His eminency farther obſerved to me, how 
in the laſt war the Engliſb had ſucceeded 
in almoſt entirely ruining the naval force of 
the republic, which is the ſole ſupport of 
its commerce: that at prefent, ſhe could 
not doubt, that the keeping up $0,000 men 
would reduce her into a much worſe ſtate, 
than ſhe was in thoſe days, and that con- 
ſequently the Exgliſb to carry their point, 
would leave no ſtone unturned to draw the 
republic Into thoſe miſchiefs, which his 
eminency had ſet forth to me. | 

I find to my great ſatisfaction that the 
cardinal continues to render the utmoſt 
Juſtice, to the wife and prudent conduct of 
their high mightineſſes, in preſerving the 
public tranquillity, and that the accounts 
which come from all fides of the iminent 
danger it is in of being diſturbed, make but 
very little impreſſion on the mind of his 
eminency. 

I apprehend that the contents of this 
diſpatch, are of importance enough to 
quiet the minds of our countrymen, and 
to ſtrengthen the good intelligence between 
the republic and this court, For this rea- 


ſon, 
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ſon, I have ſent it by a courier whom 1 
defire you to pay. | | 

Letters from Prague, of the 11th of this 
month ſay, that the allies have put a garri- 
fon into Iglau, which the Auſtrians had 
evacuated. The king of Pruſſia has chan- 
ged his plan of attacking the troops of the 
queen of Hungary at Budioeis and Tabor, 
becauſe they are there too ſtrongly poſted, 
and his Prufian majeſty now defigns to 
march into Moravia. 


Paris, Feb. 1 am yours, &c. 
23, 1741» 


M. Van Hoey to M. Fagel. 
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N Tueſday laſt, I faw M. Anieloi 

here, the king being not that day 
at Verſailles ; and tho' his excellency did 
not tell me directly, that the court of 
France had a copy or at leaſt an extract of 
the reſolution of their high mightineſſes of 
the 19th of laſt month, in anſwer to the 
propoſitions made by lord air, I could 
however ealily perceive that the thing 
was ſo, 

It appears to me on this occaſion then, 
that nothing is more deſired here, than to 
promote whatever may ſtrengthen and ſe- 
cure the friendſhip between the two na- 

tions: 
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tions: it had been and would ſtill be very 
agreeable, if their high mightineſſes ſhould 
think it fit to take away all diſtruſt, by 
ſhutting the door to the propoſitions made 
by the Engh/h for drawing the republic 
into a war with this crown. For as it 1s 
well known here, how great an intereſt 
England has in catrying this point in order 
to facilitate her other views, they are per- 
{waded, ſhe will put herſelf, (if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion) into a thouſand dif- 
ferent poſtures and figures, and neglect no- 
thing in order at laſt to ſeduce the republic, 
and induce it to give in to her notions. 

You know, Sir, that at this place they 
apprehend that a miſunderſtanding between 
the republic and this court is the propereſt 
means for England to come at her point, 
and that is is therefore impoſſible to be too 
careful on the one ſide, or on the other, 
to avoid whatever may conduce thereto. 

In the mean time, the reſolution of their 
high mightineſſes, is looked upon here 
both by the publick and by the forcign mi- 
niſters, as a flat negative ; for this reaſon, 
people think they cannet ſufficiently com- 
mend the wiſdom of their high mightineſ- 
ſes, in the midſt of fo many temptations, 
or beſtow on them the praiſes they deſerve 
for having ſo ſteadily embraced peace, that 
moſt valuable bleſſing, and that they con- 
tinue to let their ſubjects reap the agreeable 

D fruits 
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fruits thereof, while almoſt all Europe is ra- 
vaged and ruined by armies, and the reſt of 

it feels the ſcourge of war tho leſs ſeverely, 
A perſon of diſtinction, of great good 
ſenſe, and who has an extraordinary kind- 
neſs tor the republic, of whoſe ſentiments I 
have more than once thought proper to give 
an account to their high mightineſſes, ſpoke 
to me ſome days ago as to the forementioned 
reſolution, and told me, that he firmly be- 
lieved that it was to no purpole the attempt- 
ing to engage the republic in a war for the 
{upport of the ballance, becauſe the ballance 
with reſpect to the republic, thro' the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs, is mounted to its 
higheſt period, at leaſt, humanly ſpeaking ; 
for the two neighbouring powers, moſt ca- 
pable of giving umbrage to the ſtate, vis. 
France and Pruſſia, have an equal intereſt 
in hindering the growth of cach others force. 
Beſides, they would leaſt of all permit this 
at the expence of a ſtate, which ſerves as a 
common barrier between them both ; from 
whence he concluded, that the republic 
ought to lay the greateſt ſtreſs on the friend- 
ſhip of two powers, whole intereſt obliged 
them to live in perfect harmony with her. 
To which he added farther, that a good in- 
telligence between France and the republic, 
was the ſole counterpoiſe that could preſerve 
the ltailance of free navigation and of com- 
merce. But, anſwered I, what ſhall the 
republic 
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republic do in cafe France and Pruſſia ſhould 
agree to render themſelves our maſters ? 

He anſwered me, it, by aſking me an- 
other queſtion, what, ſaid he, would the 
republick do it France and the houſe of Au- 
ſtria ſhould form ſuch a deſign? Secondly, He 
endeavoured to make me comprehend how 
impoſſible it was that ever ſuch a thin 
ſhould come about, on account of the diffe- 
rence of the religions profeſt by the kings of 
France and Pruſſia; 2 both potentates pro- 
feſſing a zeal for the extention of their reſpec- 
tive faiths, this alone is ſufficient to hinder 
them from entering into any cloſe engage- 
ments, and eſpecially from concerting toge- 
ther ſuch unnatural and pernicious enter- 
prizes. | 

M. Amelot told me further, that the ſame 
evening the action happened at Frauenberg, 
the Auſtrians were beaten out of the village 
of Sabai, and that they had retired into a 
wood in the neighbourhood, which put an 
end to the battle, and that from thence they 
immediately took the road to Budweis. 

He likewiſe told me, that M. Broglio had 
made himſelf maſter the next morning of a 
little town called Tein, in which there was 
an Auſtrian garriſon. 

The marſhal's army is at preſent encamp- 
ed on this fide the river, and on the other 
de of Tern, 
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The Auſtrion army, under the command 
of prince Charles 7 LOrrain, is poſted at 
Naber, near Duiſenbrood, where it is ſaid he 
has received a reinforcement of two regi- 
ments of cayalry, and two regiments of foot. 

The duke d Harcourt, who is actually 
with his troops near Deckendorff, has receiv- 
ed a conſiderable reinforcement, infomuch 
that he is now far ſuperior to count Keven- 
N 5 

Marſhal Belliſie ſet out two days after the 
battle of Frauenberg to confer with the king 
of Pruſſia, and, as ſoon as he ſhall return to 
the army on the Moldaw, M. Broglio will 
ſet out to take upon him that in Bavaria. 


Paris, June Jam yours, &c. 
23. 1741. 


M. Van Hoey to M. Pagel. 
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WAs the day before yeſterday at 1/y to 
ſee the cardinal, and I had the fatisfac- 
tion to find his eminence not only perfectly 
recovered of his great cold, but alſo in as 
good health as cver. | 
The cardinal ſpoke to me again of the re- 
ſolution of their high mightineſſes of the 
19th of laſt month, in anſwer to the Eugliſh 
ambaſſador, and teſtified to me his ſatisfac- 
tion thereupon, 


Hts 
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His eminency conceived of himſelf the 
reaſons which determined their high mighti- 
neſſes not to communicate it to this court, 
being a private anſwer to certain propoſitions 
made to the ſtates by another power, which 
might poſſibly have thought atſelf inſulted 
in caſe they divulged their intentions; and 
according to their prudent. and ſublime wiſ- 
dom, it can never be thought expedient, in 
order to pleaſe; one court, to draw oft ano- 
ther (if I may ſo ſpeak) upon her back. 

The cardinal told me further, that it was 
the true intereſt of England, ig order to carry 
its particular point, to the prejudice of all 
other trading nations, to keep the war on 
foot, whereas it was that of the republic to 
put an end to it. Whence he concluded, 
that theſe two conſiderations, without enter- 
ing into others, ought to be regarded as 
two powerful motives to induce their high 
mightineſſes to ſhut, once for all, and for 
ever, the door againſt all propoſitions and in- 
finuations tending to draw the republic into 


& war aginſt this crown: and that this would 


be the only means to take away all hope 
from England, as alſo to diſcredit all the 
reaſons ſhe makes uſe of to engage the queen 
of Hungary to brave the utmoſt extremitics 
rather than conſent to a peace, agreeable to 
the preſent ſituation of her affairs; tho', hu- 
manly ſpeaking, it is moſt evident that time 

muſt 
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muſt by degrees render the circumſtances of 
that queen worſe and worſe. 

I laid hold of this opportunity to inform 
myſelf further from the cardinal, whether 
there was any body here Incognito with let- 
ters of credence to negotiate on the part of 
that princeſs. To this he anſwercd it! (ucha 
manner, as gave me reaſon to. appichend 
that the report ſpread to that purpolc was en- 
tirely deſtitute of foundation; but that c 
tainly the queen of Hungary would not take 
any ineffectual ſtep in caſe ſhe addreſs'd her- 
ſelf to this court, ſince nothing is ſo much 
wiſhed here as the bringing about a ſalutary 
peace, 

Having learned from ſome of the foreign 
miniſters reſiding here (for J tell you in 
confidence that I hold no correſpondence 
direct nor indirect, with the members of the 
republic) that it had been whiſpered in the 
United Provinces, that marſhal Pelliſle 
had declared at Francfort, that France 
would never conſent to a peace, at leaſt *rill 
the fortifications of Luxembourg were firſt 
razed, I thought it my duty to engage the 
cardinal to explain himſeli upon this head, 
who anſwered, that this report was abſo- 
lutely falſe, fince the court had never given 
the marſhal orders to make any ſuch decla- 

rations ; adding, after a moment's reflection, 
if they look upon demoliſhing theſe fortifi- 


cation as a thing that concerns the intereſt 
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te of the republic, why does ſhe not take the 
e precautions neceſſary to parry the blow ? 
Is it not in the power of their high mighti- 
ce neſſes to prevent this, by accepting the of- 
te fers we have ſo often made them.” 
The laſt letters from Bavaria ſay, that 
the duke 4 Harcourt, who is with his army 
in the neighbourhood of Scho/lenach, had at- 
tempted to ſurprize the caſtle of H:/kersberg, 
but had been obliged to abandon his enter- 
prize with the loſs of two or three hundred 
men kill'd or wounded, and that the field- 
marſhal Toring was arrived there. 
The army of Count Kevenhuller is en- 
camped at Ingbelſtoven, a ſmall diſtance from 
the forementioned caſtle, where he has a 
bridge over the Danube. 

We have alſo advice, by the way of V- 
nice, of the depoſition of the grand vizier, and 
that his predeceſſor Ali baſhaw had been 
thereupon honoured with that dignity. 

The journey of cardinal Tencin to his arch- 
biſhoprick of Lyons is fixed to the 17th ot 
this month. | 


I am 


Paris, Fun- 


Tours, &c, 
11, 1742. 
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M. Fan Hoey to M. Fagel. | 


SIR, 

E have advice here of the embark- 

ing a ſecond tranſport. of Britiſh 

troops at O/tend, and that the Engliſb quicken 
their preparations for ſending {till more. 

You know, Sir, that at firſt we were of 
opinion here, that this was done in concert 
with the republic, but as the reſolution of 
the 19th of laſt month has eftaced that ſuſ- 
picion, it was believed this embarkation 
would not have taken place, 

It is apprehended, that the reaſons that in- 
duced the Engliſb to perſiſt in their deſigns 
were, 

I. In order to hinder the queen of Hun- 
gary from making peace, by giving her 
tome real atliſtance, in hopes of en- 
gaging the republic at laſt, becauſe the 
ſafety and. intereſt of the Engh/h de- 
mand that the war ſhould ſtill be kept 
on foot. 

II. To have by means of the war, in 
which they would involve the republic, 
an opportunity of hindering her from 
extending her commerce, an object 
which has been always the Alpha and 
Omega of their policy. 


III. 
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III. In caſe they ſhould not be able, by 
this embarkation, to engage the republic 
in a war, they may at the worſt make 
it a preteuce for laying hold of Offend. 
by way of a pledge. 

IV. In fine, becauſe labouring to bring 
about a general war againſt France, is 
the beſt way of making court to, the 
whole Eugliſb nation. For according 
to their notions this is magnanimity 
and the very heighth of heroiſm, with 
which the new miniſtry have: ſet out, 
and by talking loud of the before- men- 
. tioned advantages, they cafily gain the 
hearts of the people, who pay their 
taxes with the greateſt cheartulneſs. 
Letters from the imperial army near 
Wintzer of the third, inform us, that count 
Kevenbuller paſſed the Danube near Hiller 
bers, with all his foot, and made the ne- 
ceflary preparations for attacking the enemy, 
but that he had on a ſudden repaſſed the 
river again, to the great ſurprize of his own 
troops. | 

We have no news of the king of Pruſſia's 

army, nor that of marſhal Brog/z9. _ 

Letters from Toulon of the 4th of this 


month ſay, that the day before an Engliſh 
frigate had taken in that road, and under 
the cannon of the forts, a Spaniſh veſſel la- 
den with proviſions. This docs not appear 
very extraordinary here, where it is very 

a well 
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well underſtood, that the Eugliſß aim at 
nothing ſo much as forcing the French to 
declare war againſt them, in hopes thereby 
to gain the afſiſtance of the republic. 

The report is loud that upon Spain“ 
demanding from France, in the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt preciſe terms, a body of troops to 
Join thoſe ſhe has ſent m Provence and Lon- 


guedoc, it has been agreed to grant her 14 


batallions ; but I don't pretend to anſwer 
for the truth of this, 

Its believed that this demand is founded 
on the powerful aſſiſtance that France ha: 
given to the emperor in order to ſupport hi: 
pretenſions; whence it is concluded, that 
ſhe would not refuſe fo ſmall a thing to 10 
near a relation. Beſides, it is apprehended 
that the reaſons which have influenced 
France in taking this ſtep, are the continual 
apprehenſions ſhe is under that ain ſhould 
make a peace with England to her prejudice, 
and to that of trade in general. 


Jam, &c. 
Paris, 18 June, 


1742. 
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Memoir of what was contained in a 
relation of M. Van Hoey's, dated 
Nov. 5, 1742. 


E have certain advices from the 
Hague, that lord Carteret has miſ- 
carried in all the points of his negotiation 
with their high mightineſſes. 


They are reduced to four propoſitions : 
1. To engage the republic to join with 
England and her allies in making war 
with France. | 
2. To put garriſons in all the ſtrong places 
in Flanders belonging to the queen of 
Hungary, that ſhe may be able to 
withdraw her troops, and employ them 
in the field, PR 
3. To lend 30,000 men of the troops of 
the republic to the queen of Hungary, 
which troops are to be in the pay of 
Great Britain. 1 
4. A new treaty of commerce between 
England and the republic, to the ad- 
vantage of the ſtates, 


To the firſt propoſition the ſtates-general 
aniwer'd, That the war having now ſpread 
itielf all over Europe, they would not inter- 
ncadle therewith to lengthen it, and render 
t more bloody, but would preſerve their 
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characters az mcdiators for tlie comme. 
good. 

As to the ſecond, That the republic neve! 
keep troops ON foot but for her Juſt defence, 
and for the maintenance of the general tran- 
quility. 

To the third, That the republic, fince 
ſhe was a republic, had never made a cul. 
tom of Jending or letting out her troops to 
foreign powers, but on *the contrary had 
taken troops mto her own pay when GCC 


ion required it. 


As to the fourth, that their high i bel 
neſſes would be very glad to receive ſo ſenſi- 
ble a mark of the friendſhip of England, as 
this would be, of cllabliſhing the commerce 
of both nations on a more equal foot, and 
conſequently Iicfs prejudicial to Holland 
that beſides ſhe ſincerely withed to Knit 
faſter the reciprocal band of amity between 
the two nations, by all juſt and proper me- 
thods : but that it was the inviolable maxim 
of the republie, not to make herſelf happy, 
but by making others happy : that ſhe could 

not think ot bettering her ſituation on con- 
dition to promote the war, and at the ex- 


pence of the publick welfare of Europe. 
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M. Van Hoey to the States-General. 


High and mighty lords, 
[| AM informed by the envoy of Poland, 


that what has been reported for ſome 
time paſt of a body of Saxons entering into 
the ſervice of England, is without the leaſt 
foundation ; and he told me, that there was 
not the ſmalleſt reaſon to imagine, that if 
any ſuch negotiation had been ſet on foot, it 
could be ſo tuddenly hurried to a concluſion. 

A new and very great augmentation of 
troops which the king of Pruſſia has reſol- 
ved on, in order to ſupport ſome old pre- 
tenſions, makes ſtill one of the principal 
points on which all converſation turns at 
preſent. 

A man of ſenſe, a friend to the republic, 
and whoſe ſentiments for that reaſon I of- 
ten take the liberty to communicate to your 
high mightineſſes, converting with me upon 
this ſubject, remark'd, that ambition and a 
deſire of augmenting its dominions, were 
always inſeparable from a great power, and 
that the republic had experienced this truth 
many times, and from different quarters, 

That vigilance, prudence, juſtice, and the 
love of peace, ſtcadily purſued by the re- 
public, were very efficacious means for pre- 
venting the bad conſequences of this evil, 

but © 
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108 but that the power of one of their neigh- 
. bours was alſo a very great ſecurity againſ} 
Wl kt |: any abufe of great power intended by ano- 
| ther; ſo that the intereſt of the republic, 
far from lying in atliſting one to cruſh the 
i other, was in fact and in truth plac'd in the 
105 preſervation of all. 
149 From hence he drew this concluſion, 
1. That it was a thing abſolutely contrary to 
14 the good of the ſtate, to ſce France and the 
il houſc of Auftricz exhauſting each other ex- 
| ceſſively by the preſent war; and that this 
was one ſtrong reaſon why the ſtate ſhould 
undertake with zeal and affection a work ſo 
ialutary for all nations in general, and fo 
glorious for ours in particular, as that of 
bringing about a pacification in Europe would 
Bo | 

This worthy man finiſhed his diſcourſe 
by telling me, that his policy was not of a 
piece with that of the aſtrologer, who while 
\ he pretended to diſcover future events by 
[| gazing at the ſtars, ſaw ſo little what was 
N at his foot as to fall into a pit: that he did 
1 not believe it was true witdom to ſacrifice a 
* real good, as peace is, to the chimerical 
tear of certain dangers which we think we 

ſce atar off; but preſerving to precious a 

bleſſing for the preſent, we ought to be 
33 careful as poſſible to ſecure its duration 
by our wile ant prudent conduct. | 
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A perſon who js able to ſpeak of thete 
things, from perfect knowledge of their 
cauſes, informed me, that a certain pretended 
zealot had thrown the city of Geneva into a 
prodigious fright, by ſending three diſpatches 
on the heels of each other, with a view to per- 
ſuade the inhabitants, that there was a deſign 
formed here to put that city into the hands 
of the king of Sardinia, in order, by ſo 
doing, to engage him to change his tide, 
but at laſt the people were pacified by of- 
fering two or three reflections to their conſi- 
deration. 

In the firſt place they were ſhewed, by 
little and little, that the execution of ſuch 
a deſign was abſolutely impoſſible, as well 
on account of the proper forces of the re- 
publick, as from the quick and efficacious 
tuccours they might receive from the Ss 
cantons. 

They were next ſhewn how improbable a 
thing it was that this crown, which always 
made it ſo much a point to preſerve the re- 
publick of Geneva, of which, on many oc- 
caſions, and ſome very late ones, it had 
given the molt ſhining proofs, that this crown, 
{aid he, ſhould in the preſent conjuncture 
conſpire its ruin, and thereby draw upon it- 
ſelf ſo many new enemies. Letters from 
Dauphine ſay, that the Spaniſh generals 
have at laſt taken a reſolution to put their 
ſoldiers into hutts, after having loft at leait a 

tourth 
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fourth part of their army in the ſpace of five 
or ſix weeks by mortality and deſertion. 

By a courier from marſhal Broglio, who 
left the army on the third, we are informed, 
that he had cauſed bread to be diſtributed for 
fix days to all his troops with an intent to 
march directly to join count Seckendorf, and 
with their united forces to attack thoſe of the 
queen of Hungary. It is ſaid at court, that 
it is mere neceſſity that hath obliged him to 
take this ſtep ; the marſhal ſeeing himſelf 
reduced to hazard a battle, in hopes of vic- 
tory, or to behold the utter deſtruction of 
his army by a thouſand miſeries. 

The cardinal grows better and better every 
day, as you'll perceive by the inclos'd note 
from his firſt valet de chamber. His emi- 
nency confers with none but the miniſters of 
ſtate, during the ſpace he has taken to repoſe 
himſelf, and has laid aſide abſolutely alt 
thoughts of other affairs. 


Jam 


Paris, Decemb, Tours 5 Kc. 
IO, 1742. 
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BILLET from the firſt Valet de Chambre 
of his Eminency to M. Van Ho y, dated 
from Iſſy. | 


My Lord, 


IS eminency is conſiderably better, 
| he ſleeps well, has a good appetite, 
has had nothing of his looſeneſs for three 
days, and ſaid. mals yeſterday, ſo that things 
are in a good way, His eminency 1s very 
ſenſible of your excellency's enquiries, thanks 


you heartily, and counts upon your friend- 


ſhip, 


Decent. , 1742. 


Yours, &c. 
BARI Ac. 


M. Van Ileey to M. Fagel. 


STN. 
N Monday J had the honour to ſee the 
cardinal at I, I found him much 
better than when J left him on Saturday 
ſevenight. M. Telluſon miniſter here from 
the repulic of Geneva, informs me that this 
court was by no means ſatisfied with the go- 
vernment of Geneva's giving ſo ready belief 
to the falſe advice of a pretended patriot, of 
which J have given an account in my moſt 
humble letter of the 1oth inſtant, and he 
deſired me that I would employ my intereſt 
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with the cardinal to ſoften to him as much as 
poſſible, as to what paſſed upon that occaſion; 

tor you muſt know, Sir, that theſe falſe 
reports made ſuch an impreſſion at Geneva, 
that the government thought proper to regu- 
late with the cantons of Zurich and Berne, 
the ſignals that they are accuſtomed to make 
in times of the greateſt danger, 

To comply with his requeſt, I began 
the converſation with the cardinal, by re- 
preſenting to him to how great a length, 
that love which all men naturally have for 
the preſervation of their liberty and religion 
will carry them; and that therefore we 
ought not to blame the precautions they 
take for ſecuring ſuch precious treaſures, 
whenever they believe them in danger. 
I next made an application of this general 
maxim, to the conduct of the republick of 
Geneva, His eminency acknowledged, that 
[ had reaſon on my ide, as to what I ad- 
vanced in my theſis ; but ſo far as it related 
to the republick of Geneva, their proceed- 
ings reſembled rather ſuſpicions unjuſtly 
conceived, and conſequently very injurious 
to this crown, than to wiſe precautions 
dictated by prudence. His eminency then 
ſpoke to me of the misfortunes that gene- 
rally overwhelm thoſe, who endeavour 
only to ſatisfy their ambition, by inciting - 
domeſtick troubles, or kindling foreign 
wars as often as with any appearance of 
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truth, they can ſuggeſt that liberty or reli- 
gion is in danger; that hiſtories are full of 


examples which prove that not only hypo- 
crites and Tartuffs, but alſo ſuch as have ſaid 
in their hearts, there is no God, have fre- 
quently ſucceeded in deluding the people by 
this means, and have been their victims in 
the end. 

I made uſe of this reflection of the cardi- 

nal's, to make him ſenſible that there 
could not be a better reaſon for excuſing 
the Geneveſe, who had only been too cre- 
dulous in a caſe, in which of all others hu- 
man nature is moſt apt to take umbrage, 
and this I had the good luck to puſh fo 
effectually, and to make his eminency enter 
ſo far into my ſentiments, that I flatter 
myſelf, he has not ſo much as the ſha- 
dow of reſentment againſt the people of 
Geneva, 
In the ſame converſation, as alſo in that 
which I had the day following, with the 
other miniſters at Verſailles, it appeared to 
me clearly: 


I. That the courts of London and Vi- 
enna, continue {till to practice upon the 
emperor, by the moſt ſeducing offers 
of their friendſhip, and to afſure him 
that they will give him the moſt eſſen- 
tial proofs of it by an augmentation of 
his dominions, provided he will de- 
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clare himſelf an enemy to this crown, 
IF and altho' this court has not the leaſt 
1 reaſon in the world to ſuſpect his im- 
110 perial majeſty will be drawn in by 
1 ſuch pretences, to the prejudice of 
his honour and glory, it is however 
1 natural to ſuppoſe, that ſuch flattering 
l offers will neceſſarily produce the pro- 
11 | poſed effect, viz. hindering the em- 
1 peror from juſtifying his arms by a 
Vu formal declaration, declaring his reſo- 
lution to obtain what actually belongs 
[| to him, and to render evident the 
j fi great injuſtice of his enemies, 
| II. That the diſpoſition of the court of 
. Verſailles to peace remain preciſely the 
ſame, and that ſhe ſtill moſt paſſio- 
| nately wiſhes that of Europe in general, 
| and of this crown in particular, may be 
1 ovwing to their high mightineſſes. 
* III. And /2/tly, That the new levies men- 
tioned in my former are now fixed only 
1 at 300 troops of horſe, conſiſting of 35 
11h each; 48 troops of Hufſars, and ſeven 
If batallions to be joined to the ſeven Ger- 
[in man regiments which are at preſent in 
10% | the ſervice of the crown of France. But 
lj it is very poſſible they may ſpeedily 
1 puſh theſe levies much further; becauſe 
10 it is here thought, that the ſureſt way 
of haſtening the peace ſo long deſired, 
If is to put themſelves into a poſture pro- 
WE per 


own, 
leaſt 
im- 
n by 
e of 
vever 
ering 
pro- 
em- 
by a 
reſo- 
longs 
t the 


irt of 
ly the 
aſſio- 
neral, 


1ay be 


men- 
d only 
of 35 
ſeven 
Ger- 
ſent in 
>, But 
xeedily 
ecaulc 
ſt way 
eſired, 
re pro- 

per 


(37 ) 
r to ſhew thee vanity of thir ambi- 


tion who ſeek to ſatisfy themſelves by 
a continuation of theſe troubles. 

As the means by which the general peace 
may and ought to be eſtabliſhed make at 
preſent here, as probably they do elſewhere, 
the principal topic of converſation, I cannot 
forbear adding upon that ſubject, what I 
have heard from perſons whoſe judgments 
have the greater weight with me, becauſe 
they have been almoſt always juſtified by the 
event, vig. that the motives the parties now 
engaged in war have to ſeek for peace, and 
their ſchemes for conducting that ſalutary 
ork to a good end, may be reduced under 
heſe two heads, 1/7, That the ſhorteſt fol- 
lies are the beſt; 2dly, That it is better to 
{top ſhort in the middle of a bad road, than to 
perſiſt in going on: this being ſettled, that 
every one ſhould be content with his own, 
without troubling any farther others in the 
ſſeſſion of theirs; and beſides, ſhewing a 
proper diſpoſition to make equitable repara- 
tions and ſatisfaction, as far as is in their 

wer, to the end that matters may be ſettled 
_— the emperor and the queen of Hun- 
gary, in the ſtate in which they were before 
the war, and things between the courts of 
England and Spain may be put on a foot- 
ing agreeable to the law of nations and the 
tenor of treaties; for then this great work would 
be very near the point of perfection, and in a 

con- 
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condition of being as laſting as the incertainty 
of human affairs will permit, becauſe the 
particular intereſt of each party, fecured on 
conditions equal and juſt for all, would ſerve 
for the baſis. 

I have not ſince the bephining of theſe 
troubles (you can bear me witneſs, Sir) rea- 
ſoned on any other principle than what is 
contained in theſe two maxims; and tho 
this has made a great many people very angry 
with me, yet I could never perceive that ſuch 
a conduct rendered me difagreeable to the 
miniſters of this court, whether it proceeds 
from their opinion of my candor and ſince- 
rity, or that the brightneſs and beauty of 
truth made ſufficiently my apology towards 
all who dare heartily riſe up in her defence. 
I dare alſo take upon me to 1ay, that at pre- 
ſent this whole nation have fo thoroughly 
adapted theſe two wife maxims as to make 
them the rules of their conduct, conform- 
able to what I have hinted in many of my 
former relations. 

I had hitherto forgot to insert the follow- 
ing words, which the cardinal let fall in the 
ſame converſation : * Self-love, pride, and 
« the councils of the Engl:ſþ court, have 
« gained ſuch an aſcendant over the 
ce ſpirit of the court of Vienna, that without 
« the leaſt breach of charity, I think I may 
* ſafely declare to you, that all ſentiments 


"y ot good faith, juſtice and equity, are there 
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cc abſolutely ſtifled and deſtroyed,” In ſay- 
ing this, his eminency ſtopt ſhort, and, as 
I am not accuſtomed to force a converſation 
by aſking improper queſtions in order to 
draw out what was never intended to be 
told me, our converſation ended here. 


Paris, Dec. 


I am yours, &c. 
23, 1742. 


M. Yan Hoey to M. Fagel. 


SIR, 


FT HE march of the troops which are in 
a Flanders is at preſent the principal 
topic of public ſpeculations, and was alſo 
that of my converſation laſt Tueſday with the 
cardinal and other miniſters of this court; 
and as far as I am able to penetrate, the in- 
telligence they have upon this ſubject a- 
mounts nearly to what follows, vig. that 
the duke d. Aremberg, being perfectly ac- 
quainted with the moderation of this court, 
which is content to procure a peace between 
the emperor and the queen of Hungary, up- 
on terms with which their high mightineſſes 
are acquainted, had induced the court of 
England to take a reſolution with reſpect to 
this march, by making it apparent, that 
there being no longer any queſtion about 
E to her Hungarian majeſty all that 
elongs to her, there was no other way of 

pPro- 
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protracting the war, than by making her 
hope that theſe conditions might be hettered 
by advantages that might be gained by her 
troops: but as theſe hopes are incompatable 
with her force, there would ſtill remain no o- 
ther ſtep to take but peace, atleaſt if England 
ſhould refuſe, by the junction of her troops 
in Flanders, to put it in her power totally to 
ruin thoſe of France in Bavaria and Bo- 
bemia. 
That upon this repreſentation of the duke 
a Aremberg, the king of England had con- 
ſented to this laſt project, or rather to that 
of penetrating into the heart of France by 
Lorrain or Champagne, without laying down 
his arms, till the emperor was forced to ab- 
dicate in favour of the grand duke, and till 
the queen was put in poſſeſſion of Alſace and 
Lorrain, or obtained ſome augmentation of 
her dominions equivalent thereto. That the 
queen of Hungary had on her fide alſo en- 
caged, that as ſoon as this ſhould be effect- 
ed, ſhe would be content to leave the dut- 
chies of Parma and Placentia, and perhaps 
ſomething more, if it was neceſſary, to the 
diſpoſition of England, to the end, that 
by yielding theſe dominions to Don Philip, 
ſhe may obtain either ſettlements in the 
Spanrſh Weſt- Indies, or ſuch new advan- 
tages in trade, as the Britiſb court ſhall 
think proper to accept. 
Tho' 
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Though they ſpoke pretty poſitively to 
me on this new project, yet at the ſame 
time they expreſſed their doubts as (© its be- 
ing effectually carried into exeution, and 
the principal reaſons they offer in ſupp ort 
of theſe doubts, were what follow; 


1. The length of the march from Hun- 
; "ters, into Bavaria and "Bohemia, the 
Melgvur of the | ſeaſon and the diffi- 
culty of finding provi ions on the 
march, having no magazine any 
where. T 
"th The natura! ayorſion which it muſt 
be ſuppoſed all German troops, ſuch 
as Hanoverians and Hefhans, have to 
i againſt the emperor their ſove- 
reign, as he is head of the empire, and 
to enter, for that end, into a country, 
which may be properly called the Lion's 
Den, where there are footſteps enough 

0 be ſeen of thoſe that are gone be- 
fore, but few or none of ſuch that 
have found their way back. 

III. Becauſe endeavouring to oblige the 
emperor to abdicate, is in effect, a de- 
claring war againſt the whole empire ; 
ſo that the miſchiefs neceflarily reſulting 
from ſo odious a project as that to the 
queen of Hungary, will much over-bal- 

lance any kind of advantages ſhe can 
propoſe to am in taking this Rep. 
G IV. 
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IV. Becauſe, ſuppoling even the point to 


be carried in beating the French troops, 
and driving them out of Bohemia and 
Bavaria, ſtill the conqueſt of Alſace 
and Lorrain will not be leſs difficult, 
or the ſucceſs of it leſs uncertain ; not 
to add that this enterprize ſeems hu- 
manly ſpeaking, too great for the for- 
ces of England and the queen of Hun- 
gary joined together. 171 

V. Becauſe, beſides the obſtacles they 


muſt meet with in the invaſion of Lor- 


rain, or Champagne, ſuch an expedi- 
tion would have the ſame fate with 
bombardments, which never turn out 
to their profit, in any ſhape, who un- 
dertake them, and who beſides 
very dearly themſelves for the miſchiets 
they do to others. | 
VI. And laſtly, for the reaſons which 1 
have often mentioned in ſome of my 
former, the ceſſion of certain ſettle- 
ments, or extraordinary advantages of 
commerce in the Spaniſh America, in 
the prejudice of other nations in ge- 
neral, and of this of ours in particular, 
far from being a good, would be in 
fact a diſadvantage to England, I re- 
collect in theſe converſations, that at 
the ſame time when England and 
the queen of Hungary was making great 
preparations for reducing the emperor, 
theic 
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theſe two courts employed the moſt 
ſeducing ofters in order to draw his 
imperial majeſty to join his power to 
theirs to make war againſt France, and 
to cooperate in diſpoling the empire to 
ele& the grand duke of. Juſcany, king 
of the Romans, which rendered all the 
negotiations between this court and 
that of the emperor, infinitely more 
difficult and delicate than they had been 
before; for as men generally attach 
themſelves to thoſe from whom they 
hope the greateſt advantages, there 
was nothing farther from impoſſible 
than that the emperor ſhould ſuffer 
himſelf in the end to be brought over, 
and to prefer the friendſhip of Eng- 
land and Hungary to that of France, 
ſince theſe two crowns promiſe him a 
great addition to his dominions, whereas 
the latter would oblige him to be con- 
tent with what is his own. 

This refiection furniſhes a new proof, and 
that the moſt convincing, of their being no 
other way than the pacific efforts of their 
high mightineſſes capable to reſtore the ge- 
neral tranquility, by explaining the real ob- 
jects which the ſeveral parties in this quar- 


rel have in view, diſtinguiſhing with cer- 


tuinty where ambition abſolutely governs, 
and where trus moderation reigns, ſo as at 


G 2 laſt 
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laſt to force all, if I may fo ſpeak, into 
peace, by the fole power of truth, 

The cardinal repeated to me what he had 
often faid in former converſations; : vig. 
That the wiſdom of their high mightineſſes 
ſhone particularly bright in their vigilant 
care to divert all dangers, from what quarter 
ſoever they aroſe; and in their aſſiduity, in 
cultivating, by all proper and lawful means, 
the friendihip of their moſt potent. neigh- 
bours; adding, that as peace was certainly 
molt advantageous for England, and the 
queen of Hungary in particular, as well as 
the greateſt bleſſing to all nations in gene- 
ral, it might poſtibly happen, that ſome 
tempers might be exaſperated at theſe chriſ- 
{tian efforts of their high mightineſſes, to 
procure fo falutary an end; but that reſent- 
ment 1n this caſe may be compared to that 
which a man conceives in a high fever a- 
gainſtany one who endeavours to keep him 

uiet, which reſentment very ſoon changes 
into thankfulneſs. 

The cardinal goes on Wedneſday after- 
noon from 1jy to Verſailles, in order to 

confer in the evening with the king, and 
intends to go back the next day to bis 
retreat, and to remain there at his caſc, 
till after the commencement of the new 

car, 
f His eminency appeared to me, to be 
ſomewhat weaker than he was laſt week; 


though 
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O though ſtill in pretty good ſpirits. The 
Sieur Heluetius who knows his conſtitu- 
d tion perfectly, ſpoke to me freely, and told 
bo me within theſe very few days, that the 
9 cardinal's habit was ſo ſtrong, that he 
i might ſtill live a great many years, if he 
er would only relax a little in his daily labours. 
n A letter has been communicated to me, 
8, written by a miniſter at the court of Turin, 
* wherein, he ſays, that general Traun has 
7 lately poſſeſſed himſelf of Bagni de Poretta, 
IE which he has cauſed to be occupied by a 
as detachment of 4000 foot. By means of 
2 this poſt, which is near the riſe of the river 
12 Reno, he has cut off the communication of 
{- the Spaniſh general M. de Gages with 
to Lucca, and the territories of the ſtate of 
t- Genoa, and that they were thereby in a 
at condition to prevent the SHaniarus in caſe 
a- they attempted to execute any defigns upon 
on! Tuſcany; M. Tram having recalled the 
ES 3000 horſe amd Hufſars, that had taken 
pPoſt within a league of Belogna. 
- We are aſſured that M. de Glimes has 
to diſpatched a courier to Madrid, to repre- 
nd ſent the impoſſibility of attacking the Pred- 
nis monteſe army, with the leaſt appearance 
le, of ſucceſs, as alſo the abſolute neceſſity of 
2W putting his own troops into winter-quarters, 
be Paris, Dec. 27, am Jours, &c, 
k, 1742. 
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M. Van Hoey to M. Fagel. 
SIR. 


N Tueſday and Wedneſday I went to 
ſee the cardinal and others miniſters 
according to cuſtom, and I have learned 
that aceording to the informations of this 
court, it is but too true, that England la- 
bours with greater warmth, and even more 
hopes of ſucceſs than ever to draw the 
ſtate from her ſolid and falutary centre of 
ge in order to throw her into = re 
of war, which conſumes all; aa to 
effect this, they not only abuſe the d 
ſounds of religion and liberty, 411 
make an ill uſe of the amiab cs of 
peace itſelf. As if religion and left 
us the leaſt doubt as to a truth, gene- 
rally acknowledged as that whic!: :cacheth 
us, that peace 1s the greateſt oo eiſings 
beſtowed by heaven, and thai war is the 
heavieſt of all ſcourges ? as if trampling 
peace under foot and running to embrace 
that monſter war, was the moſt falutary 
means for ſecuring ſo great a good, and 
keeping off ſo terrible a ſcourge ; altho' na- 
ture it (elf has engraved in all hearts, this 
principle, that to be filled with a true love 
of peace, and to demonſtrate this in all our 
actions, is the only way always to preſerve it. 
a The 
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The miniſters obſerved alſo, that it was 
no leſs clear, that when once the fire of war 
was kindled, it would continue burning al- 
ways with the utmoſt vehemence, in propor- 
tion to the republic's furniſhing ſupplies of 
combuſtible matter; whereas the pacific en- 
deavours of their high mightineſſes could not 
fail of putting it ſoon out, becauſe by theſe 
each party looſing all hopes of ſatiating their 
vengeance, and gratifying its thirſt of power 
at the expence of the blood and treaſure of 
the republic, their minds muſt neceſſarily be- 
come calm. This too there is more reaſon 
to expect, ſince the calamities of war have 
been long enough felt, to make the true value 
of peace known and regretted. | 

I paſs in filence ſeveral other reaſons al- 
ledged by the miniſters to inforce thoſe which 
I have mentioned, becauſe 3 have inſerted 
them in many of my former. I thall men- 


tion only a paſſage taken, if Iam not miſtaken, 


from Grotius, which was cited to me not 
long ago, as applicable to that out- ſide ſhew 
of virtue by which men are accuſtomed to 
mask the moſt miſchievous of their paſſions. 
It was this, Let us hear thoſe men diſ- 
* courſe who preach up the neceſſity of 
war; it is only according to their doctrine, 
the more effectually to ſecure our peace. 
But if they were really peaceably inclined 
they would never break it, becauſe it de- 
< pends only upon them to preſerve it.“ 
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The miniſters likewiſe remarked, that 
England, among other motives ſhe employed 
in order toenguge the republic in a war, cryed 
up mightily the wifdom of the old ſyſtem, 
which was to ballance the power of France, 
by the combined forces of the houſe of Au- 
ftria, England, and the republic, and preſs 
the Becel ity of reviving this fyſtem at pre- 
tent. They took notice to me on this ſub- 
ject, that we need only conſider with atten- 
tion the ſtrength and other advantages that 
England had gained by carrying this ſcheme of 
1 into execution, and the decay ſo vitible 
at preſent in the naval forces of the ſtate, as 
alſo. of its navigation and commerce, in com- 
pariſon to what all theſe things were- before 
the Engliſb found the ſecret of engaging the 
republic in their wars againſt France, and of 
making them confider this engagement as a 
maxim very ſalutary for her. If you con- 
ſider, ſay theſe miniſters, this point ever ſo 
little, you muſt be convinced, that to under 
take another war in the ſame manner, muſt 
infallibly end no otherwiſe than by giving 
the coup de grace to the republic, : 
However, notwithſtanding all theſe diff. 
rent aſſaults which England 'ceaſes not to 
make in order to conquer the pacific tetriper 
of ſuch as adminiſter the affairs of the repu- 
blic, this court ſtill flatters itſelf, that peace 
will prevail, and remain at laſt victorious. 
The reaſons upon which they found this opi- 
nion 
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nion may, in my opinion, be reduced under 
the following heads: 


I. Becauſe they cannot ſuppoſe the re- 
ublic engaged by any treatics with the 
ouie of Auſtria, or with any other 

power to enable them to wreck their 
vengeance on this crown, and ſatisfy 
their luſt of rule, becauſe an engage- 
ment of this nature would be contrary 
to religion and humanity, and conſe- 
quently to all that might be expected 
from a wiſe, prudent and, moderate re- 

public. kd 3 

II. Becauſe their high mightineſſes are 
perfectly well informed of the pacific 
diſpoſition of this court; and that from 
the memorial of the baron 4 Ri, ,ỹjun 
they may ſee, that the queen of Hun- 
gory has not thought fit to liſten to the 
kind propoſitions made to her, tho' the 
honour and intereſt of her archducal 
houſe were ſo fully taken care of by 
them: whenetzit follows, that their 
high mightineſſes, entering into a war, 
cannot be by virtue of treaties which 
ſubſiſt between their high mightineſ- 
{es and the houſe of Auſtria, thoſe al- 
liances being only defenfive. 

III. Becauſe peace has been always conſi- 
dered by their high mightineſſes as the 
very ſoul of the ſtate, and the preſerva- 
tion of it as the moſt important of their 

H cares; 
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cares; ſo that there isnot r re 1 
that their high mightineſſes ſhould take 
up arms in any other caſe than that of the 
defence of themſelves, or their allies, 
which would juſtify their having a re- 
courſe to ſo afflicting and troubleſome 
an extremiy. 

IV. That the infinite difference between 
eſtabliſhing the repoſe of Europe by 
the ſole wiſdom of the ſtate, the glory 
which will accrue to the republick, 
the love, the gratitude, the veneration, 
with which the bringing about ſuch a 
peace muſt inſpire all nations, for'the 
authors of ſo good an action, contri- 
buting ſo much to the ſtrengthening of 
their preſent government; and between 
famenting and nouriſhing with the blood 
and wealth of their ſubjects, fo cruel a 
war as muſt neceſſarily diſſipate their 
revenues, and abſolutely ruin their 
forces, leaves me no room to doubt that 
the ſtate can heſitate a ſingle moment 
which to chuſe of theſe extremities. 

V. That to aid, directly or indirectly, 

- thole that attack this crown, under the 
name of auxiliaries, or in any. other 
manner whatſoever, would be ſo ab- 

ſolutely contrary to the treaties which 
ſubſiſt between France and the repub- 
lick, and to the many warm aſſurances 
lately given by their high mightineſle; 
| nay 
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nay even ſo recently, as by their reſo- 
tion of the 28th of March laſt, of their 


conſtant attachment to the friendſhip 


of this crown; and that in fact they 


will endeavour to ſhew the fincerity of 
theſe aſſurances in all their proceedings, 
without ſuffering themſelves to be di- 


verted therefrom by any propoſitions 


or inſinuations whatever; in fine, ſo 
contrary to the many proofs of friend- 
ſhip which France has given to this 
republick within theſe thirty years the 
peace has ſubſiſted, as alſo the juſt confi- 
dence that this crown has put in the re- 
public, in conſequence of all that has 
been mentioned above, that it muſt be 
looked on as equally unnatural and un- 
juſtifiable, that in ſpight of all theſe 
ſtrong and invincible reaſons, a govern- 
ment ſo wiſe and ſo prudent as that of 
the republic is by all the world allowed 
to be, ſhould determine to act in a man- 
ner ſo diametrically oppoſite to them. 


VI. That the extinguiſhing the power of 


France, is humanly ſpeaking, and by 
the divine will, above the power of 
all its enemies, but ſuppoſing that the 
republic ſhould have the good luck to 
employ its forces in ſuch a work, and 
to ſee it crowned with all the ſuceeſs 
ſhe could poſſibly deſire, would it then 
be any other thing than overturning 
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the ſole counterpaiſe on which its ſafety 
depends, and burying itſelf in the ruin 
of this power its ally ? Han 
VII. And finally, that if then any re- 
geard to all theſe reaſons, the republic 
ſhould at laſt determine to enter into 
a war againſt France, this would viſibly 
and inconteſtably prove, that there is 
an inveterate and implacable hatred in 
the republic againſt this crown, or that 
the ſtate is entirely at the beck of Eng- 
land, and abſolutely in dependance on 
her; but from which ſoever of theſe 
two principles the enmity may flow, 
the neceſſary reſult muſt be the de- 
ſtroying effectually and for ever the 
friendſhip this crown has always had 
for the republic, and fill the hearts of 
all this nation with diſpoſitions like thoſe 
vhich the ſtate muſt manifeſt, by pur- 
ſuing ſuch a conduct. 

I could not give any manner of anſwer 
to all this, becauſe I aſſure you upon my 
word, that there is not a ſingle perſon, ci- 
ther member of the government or private 
man, who has given me the leaſt intelligence 
of what has been expreſſed as the ſenti- 
ments of their high mightineſſes, in ther 
deliberations on this ſubject. 

Only I find my ſelf obliged to add, that 


I may give you a perfect ſtate of the caſe, that 


thoſe who endeavour to make their high 
might i neſſes 
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mightineſſes believe, that the deſtruction of 
this crown would be a very eaſy enterprize, 
either miſtake themſelves, or are impoſed upon 
by others; becauſe humanly ſpeaking, the 
forces of France ought to be conſidered as 
mvincible, when employed only in her own 
defence. The true underſtanding of this 
affair ſeems to be of the laſt conſequence to 
their high mightinefles, for I dare not ſup- 

ſe their intention to be by a vain ſhew of 

te and enmity, and with a prodigious diſ- 
fipation of their forces to make of fo puiſſant 
a friend an enemy infinitely dangerous to 
this republick. 

The cardinal ſeemed to me extremely 
touched at the news before mentioned, and 
you cannot be ſurprized, becauſe you know 
the affectionate ſentiments that miniſter has 
for the republic, and as he has always decla- 
red, that to engage the republic in a war will 
infallibly draw after it the loſs of its liberty, 
and conſequently of its proſperity, of its 
commerce, of its navigation, of its G 
and of all that renders it at preſent ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed, One of the miniſters ſpeaking of 
the old artifices the Engliſh practiſed from a 
perſuaſion they know perfectly well how 
to make the ſtate dance in the ſpring, com- 
pared the careſſes uſed by the Engliſh, in 
order to ſucced in their views on the repub. 
lic to the bites of the tarantula, which 
obliges thoſe who feel them to dance with- 


out 
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out pauſe or reſt, till their force 1s quite extin- 
guiſhed, which is the true dance of death. ; 

You eaſily apprehend, Sir, that they fail 
not often to repeat to me what they have 
frequently heretofore touched upon, as to the 
old hatred and envy of England againſt our 


nation and republic, on account of its com- 


merce and navigation, how the Engl:/h at- 
tempted in the very dawn of the republic, 
by the help of the earl of Leicęſter, to have 
brought it under its yoke, fomenting in order 
thereto the moſt deſperate ſeditions, under 
the falſe pretences of religion and liberty be- 
ing in danger; how, after both Cromwell: 
and Charles II. laboured to ſubvert it totally, 
calling it in reſpe& to them another Car- 
thage. That in 1664, in the midit of peace, 
and while king Carles flattered the ſtate, 
and in a manner ſtifled it with careſſes, his 
fleet drove the Hollanders from ſome very 
conſiderable ſettlements they had formed in 


what was then called the New Netherlands, 


and at preſent New York, How ſoon after, 


that is to ſay in 1672, the ſame king, taking 
advantage from the diſcontent conceived by 


France againſt the republic, for having, 
through the perſuaſion of the Engli/h them- 
ſelves, entered into the tripple alliance, took 
occaſion to engage, by his own proper coun- 
cils, that crown in a deteſtable treaty, for 
ſharing the ſpoils of this republic between 
France and England, and attacked her joint- 


ly ; 
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ly; and how the ſovereignty of the province 


of Holland, in favour of the prince of Orange 
nephew to king Charles II. was one of the 
points of ſatisfaction which England exacted 
from the republic. How England having 
found the ſecret of engaging the regency of 
the republic in a war againſt France and 
Spain, under pretence of the dangers to 
which they ſaid both liberty and religion 
ſtood ' expoſed, and to charge the veſſel of 
the ſtate in ſuch a manner that had almoſt 
tunk her to the bottom, by a moſt ruinous 
war, under the ſpecious veil of humbling 
the exorbitant power of this crown, and to 
prevent the re-union of the two crowns on 
the ſame head; and in what manner the 
Engliſh, in getting out of that war, proved 
to all the world that theſe fine pretences 


and ſpecious ſtories, were only ſo many 


ſnares laid by them, in order to draw in the 
ſtate, and ruin its naval forces and com- 


merce, by the ſtate itſelf, and its own pro- 


per arms, to that degree of declenſion in 


Which we ſee it at this day, and to elevate 
on its ruins the naval force and commerce 


of the Engliſb to ſuch a degree, as to incline 


them to think it their right, and to fill 
them with a deſire of giving law to all the 
four quarters of the globe; and how a cloſe 
union between France and the republic, was 
the only counterpoiſe the wit of man could 


deviſe, to hinder the Eng/i/h from acquiring 
the 
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the abſolute dominion of the ſea, and to 
preſerve the independency of this republic 
on that imperious nation. That this ſame 
union was alſo the only buckler of the re- 
public againſt whatever they might have to 
fear from any other quarter whatever ; and, 
in fine, how the Engliſb employed all ſorts 
of methods to excite a general hatred be- 
tween this nation and ours; and all that 
they thereby may be able, by the fmgers of 
the republic (how much they may be burn'd 
in the operation ſignifies not much) to draw 
the cheſnuts out of the fire. 

I don't enter into the detail of other 
points, not to trouble their high mighti- 
neſſes with repetitions which they have here- 
tofore informed me are by no means agreea- 
ble to them. I am very far from deſiring 
to excite any animofities between our nation 
and the Engliſh; for I contemn theſe piques 


and luſts of vengeance, as follies of the | 


higheſt kind ; and I deteſt them as things 


which tend to ſtifle all ſentiments of rehti- 


ion. In fine, I know very well that I do 
not ſpeak to the people, but to the noble 
regency, - in time and place in which it is 
convenient; and I ſpeak, as it is my duty, 
and as we are now pretty near the ſame 
rocks and ſhoals, againſt which the veſſel of 
the ſtate has ſtruck ſo rudely, as to be in 
danger of foundering ; and as the ſame 


cauſes will produce the ſame effects, I 
| thought 


5 2 4 
BR 
* a 
: MY s 
. pi, r 
45 aw 4 os ” "Tho 
3 WY »& MK 
. | 1 ; 


q 1 
7 
* 1 


4 


K * 


" a6 US's ee 


. 1 
4 


* 
.* 


* 


(57) 
thought that this ſhort recapitulation might 
ſerve as a kind of light to ſome of our brave 
pilots in ſteering amidſt ſo many dangers. 


J am, &C, 
Paris, Fan. 115 | 
1743. 
M. Van Hoey to M. Fagel. 
SIR, 


N the augmentation of the cavalry ſome 
changes have been made, ſo that inſtead 
of zoo new troops of horſe and dragoons, 
there will be but 76; and the reſt of the 
augmentation will be effected by adding five 
men to each troop that is now on foot, and 
making them thereby 41 compleat. Beſides 


4 this augmentation of the cavalry and the 
> ſeven new German batallions, as alſo. beſides 


50 or 60 batallions of militia, this crown 
will have in the enſuing ſpring an army of 
92,000 foot, and 23,000 horſe, including 
the troops from Prague to be employed on 
the frontiers of the kingdom, on the fide of 
the - Low Countries, in caſe of neceſſity. 
This is a truth of which I can aſſure their 
high mightineſſes from my own clear and 
pertect knowledge, and upon this they may 
very ſafely rely. 

The general opinion here is, that if the 
ſtate ſhould, by its actions, give any grounds 

I 
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of fufpicion that it intends to' favour the 
houſe of Auſtria and England againft this 
crown, the court wilt not fail to recall into 
this kingdom all the forces that are in Bava- 
ria; and I find no body that is a competent 
judge of theſe matters, who 1s not perfectly 
clear, that France, having once this army 
in her own dominions, will have nothing to 
fear from the ſtrongeſt and beſt concerted 
alliance that can be made either with reſpect 
to the conqueſt of the kingdom, or the 
abatement of its power; for as yon very 

well know, Sir, every war that has hitherto 
been carried on by an offenſive alliance, has 
been lefs warmly puſhed by ſome of the 
cenfederates than by others, and as conſtantly 
ended by the different parties making each a 
ſeparate peace. 

I perceive that all ſenfible people are ex- 
tremely apprehenſive that the republic ha- 
ving ſharpen'd the ſpirits of the people to ſo 
high a degree, will find, when it is too late, 
that inſtead of water, they will be only able 
to furniſh oil to this fire, in order to make it 
burn with the greater vehemence. 

The fame perſons conceive, that to oblige 
France to recall her troops, and afterwards 
transfer the ſcene of war into the Lom Coun- 


tries, inſtead of advancing the intereſt of 


the houſe of Aiuſlri %, and ſecuring the bal- 
lance, will ſerve only to diſtreſs the one, 
and expaſe the other t to the greateſt dangers. 
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One realon amongſt many is, that it ap- 
pears even by the confeſſion of the houſe of 
Auſtria, which is an indiſputable proof, 
that it depends only upon itſelf to make 
pcace on terms perfectly agreeable to its in- 
tzreſt ; and all things clearly prove, that the 
princes of the empire, and in a particular 
manner the king of Pruſia, can never ſuf- 
fer the houſe of Auſtria to render herſelf 
miſtreſs of the imperial crown by force of 
arms, or that ſhe ſhould annex the domi- 
nions of Bavaria to thoſe of her patrimony : 
ſo that a war commenced by the houſe of 
Auſtria in order to carry into execution ei- 
ther of theſe deſigns, would neceſſarily draw 
on a Civil war, in which all Germany muſt 
be involved ; from whence muſt reſult the 
extreme weakening of all its princes, and as 
a neceſſary conſequence, the total deſtruction 
of the ballance of Europe. 

I write this on Tueſday evening, after 
having ſent this morning to learn news of the 


cardinal's health. His eminency had laſt 


night a fit of a high fever, and is now in a 
very dangerous way; in ſhort, he ſeems to 
be haſtening, and that a pretty quick pace 
too, towards his end. 


1 have ſpoke ſince to ſome miniſte; s at 


court, whom I find entirely in the ſame 
ſentiments with re'pect to the circumſtances 


of the times; but above all, with regard to 


the pacihc diſpoſitions of the republic, and 
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its conſtant attachment to the friendſhip of 
this crown, as I have often ſaid in my for- 
mer, and repeated in my two laſt. For as 
the acknowledgment of the above-mention'd 
queen plainly proves, that her war 1s no 
longer a defeniive war, as their high mighti- 
nefles have ſo ſolemnly declared to this 
court, that they are under no engagement 
to oftend any one whatſocver; that, in a 
manner altogether as formal, they have given 
the ſtrongeſt affurances that they would not 
fail to render it viftble by the courſe of their 
conduct, that it was their ſincere intention 
to maintain the ſtricteſt friendſhip and good 
harmony between this crown and the re- 
public. The miniſters drew from thence 
this concluſion, that the amity between this 
crown and our nation is entirely out of dan- 
ger, notwithſtanding the moſt violent efforts 
of thoſe who labour to ſet them together by 
the ears. | 

This conſequence drawn from the decla- 
rations of their high mightineſſes, paſſes for 
a certainty, from the high and general eſteem 
that they have here for the rd ſo 
that to ſuppoſe it capable of ſpeaking in one 
manner, and acting in quite another, is as 
oppolite to that eſtabliſhed character for 
witdom which their high mightineſſes have 
here, as a lye is contrary to truth. Religion 
and reaſon equally condemn an action of 
this nature, as a- cowardly and. ſcandalous 

vice, 
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vice, which experience has at all times pro- 
ved to be downright madneſs, in a leſs pow- 
erful ſtate to one much more potent. 
They put me at the ſame time in mind of 
a maxim taught us by nature, and which is 
founded on the lau of nations, viz. that a 
third power, tho” it doth not directly commit 
any hoſtility, declares itſelf however an 
enemy, by putting it in the power of one 
party to attack the other with greater ſtrength; 
and by this means the republic, by ſending 
its troops into the Auſtrian Netherlands, will 
give an opportunity to the queen of Hungary, 
and at the ſame time to England, to employ 
all their forces in conquering the dominions 
of the houſe of Bavaria, and to make them- 
ſelves maſters of the Imperial crown in fa- 
your of the grand duke, by a war that muſt 
turn all Germany upſide-down ; a fault that 
the republic will dearly pay for, by the loſs 
of her liberty, without taking this into the 
account, that by ſuch a ſtep the ſtate de- 
clares itſelf, tho' indirectly, yet in a manner 
equally eſſential, an enemy to the emperor, 
to the empire, and to this crown. France 
finding itſelf bound and engaged by the moſt 
facred treaties, as well as by the maxims of 
its government, indiſpenſibly to protect both 
the one and the other, will by this means 
find itſelf conſtrained, contrary to its incli- 
nation, and againſt its will, to puſh on as 
yell as to continue a moſt ruinous war. 
. This 
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This evening the cardinal finds himſelf a 
little better, notwithſtanding which they 
thought fit to adminiſter to him the extreme 
unction, becauſe he deſired it. 

This day, being e dneſday morning, I 
am informed, that his eminency has {lept 
better laſt night, and that his cough is lets 
violent, This afternoon the king made him 
a viſit, and he has grown better and better 
all this day, The night between Wegneſday 
and Thyrſday he was not ſq eaſy as that pre- 
ceeding, and tho' his eminency finds hunſcIt 
better to-day than he was on Tueſday laſt, 
yet his condition 1s extremely doubtful. 

If providence ſhould be pleaſed to remove 
this great miniſter, the republic will certain- 
ly loſe here a ſincere friend, and one who 
was in high credit, But I dare take upon me 
to aſſure their high mightineſſes, that the 
intereſt of their ſtate ſtands here ſtill on a 
good foundation; ſo that it will depend en- 
tirely on themſelves to ſtrengthen and culti- 
vate this friendſhip by a pure exerting of 
their virtues, and conſequently in a manner 
which has in it nothing contrary ta the friend- 
ſhip ſubſiſting between the ſtate and all other 
powers, and whence they may reap the richeſt 
harveſt by realizing the fincere intereſt that 
all the French nation takes in the preſerva- 
tion of the republic and the augmentation of 
commerce. But you know, Sir, that as 
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friendſhip begets Friendſhip, ſo its contrary 
neccflarily produces fruits reſembling itſelf. 
Iam notignorant(becauſe it is a thing com- 
mon amongſt men) that in caſe it ſhould pleaſe 
God to preſerve peace to the ſtate, there 
will not be wanting a ſet of people who will 
conſtantly affert that we had done better ro 
have engaged 1n the war ; and by this means 
my application and my fidelity, in inform- 
ing their high mightineſles of all that oc- 
cured to me for the prefervation of peace, 
which ought to be ſo dear to us, will cer- 
tainly be far from acquiring me either the 
favour or the eſteem of ſuch perſons. But 
their high mightineſſes know, that the wel- 
fare of my country is all things to me; ſo that 
I had much rather chooſe to ſee myſelf op- 
preſt by the moſt outrageous hatred, and by 
the moſt mortifying contempt, provided the 
republic remains in peace, than to hear in 
ſucceeding times my pacific ſentiments cried 
up to the Tkies in the republic, as well as in 
this kingdom, compelled thereto by the fad 
experience of the frightful calamities of war. 
It is certain, that the Imperial court is al- 
ready not altogether content with that of 
France, and leaſt of all with the conduct of 
M. Broglio, becauſe ſhe ſuſpects that the 
court has more at heart the re-eſtabliſhment 
of.peace, than the obtaining for her ſuch a 
ſatisfaction as is reaſonable, in regard to her 
pretenſions on the ſucceſſion of the late em- 
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peror. They likewiſe conceive M. Brog/is 
either neglected or avoided making himſelf 
maſter of Paſſaw and Schardingen, when it 
was in his power. The report is current, 
that the marſhal made very ſtrong repreſen- 
tations, in order to have got the French troops 
recalled from Bavaria; and it is very poſi- 
tively faid, that the troops which have lately 
left Prague will continue their march direct- 
ly for this kingdom. 

Yeſterday in the evening, the cardinal 
found himſelf leſs at eaſe, and you will ſee 
by the billet I have juſt now received from 
IV, that his eminency is in the moſt dan- 
gerous fituation, that can be. | 


Paris, Fan. T am, &c. 
18, 1742. 


Friday 7 in the Morning. 


The looſeneſs his eminency had all day 
yeſterday, reduced to him the loweſt 
= imaginable ; he is delirious by intervals, 
1s cough is not quite ſo hard, but he has 
ſtill a great difficulty in expectorating. He 
has a good deal of trouble in ſwallowing, 
which makes him refuſe liquids, and all 
fort of nouriſhment. 
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A $ there is no confirmation of the 
news, that has been ſpread here 
for ſome time, of the deliberation of their 
high mightineſſes, about employing a great 
part of their troops, for the ſervice of the 
queen of Hungary, in order to put her in a 
condition for carrying on an ofenkive war, 
either directly againſt this crown, or at leaſt 
againſt the emperor, we begin at laſt to 
doubt more and more of the truth of theſe 
rumours, eſpecially amongſt the wiſer and 
graver fort of people. For without men- 
tioning the intire confidence this nation 
places in the high wiſdom, -candour and 
peaceable diſpoſition of their high mighti- 
neſſes, there is no body here, that does not 
look upon it as a demonſtration, that the 
real eſtabliſhment of the repoſe of Europe, 
will be the - neceſſary conſequence of their 
prudent and moderate conduct. 

A new report begins to ſpread here 
intirely oppoſite to one that went before it, 
by which it was pretended, that the king 
of Pruſſia, had been drawn into a ſcheme 


of engaging in a war againſt this crown, of 


Which I took notice in my moſt humble 
letter of the 4th inſtant. At preſent they 
N R f 
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give out, that his majeſty has declared to 
the king of Engignd, that he cannot ſuffer 
Engliſt#-troops, or any other in the pay of 
England, to enter the empire in. order to 
continue the war, that as an eleQor and 
prince of the empire, he is obliged to main- 
tain its peace, and therefore be will! take 
upon himſelf to oblige the troops of France 
to 'retire; and offers to labour in conjunc- 
tion avith- ngland, and the republick:to 
procure a peace upon equitable terms be- 
between the emperor” and - the houſe. of 
Auſtria.” WT D 190037 

But nothing of this kind has come to me 
at all, through the canal-of: the miniſtry of 
this court, Andi find that ſome other perſons, 
for whoſe judgment J have a great reſpect, 
give no credit at all to this N and for 
the following reaſon. 44 

That all theſe people lay it down a8 2 fact, 
that while the war is carrying on in Germany 
in a manner "with equal advantages, and 
conſequently with equal diminution of 
ſtrength to all parties, the king of Pruſſia 


will not take any part; but if fit ſhould ſo 


Happen that one of the parties, and eſpecially 
the houfc of Huſtria ſhould incline the bal- 
lane a little t60. much on her ſide, he would 


immediately put an end to the war by an 


armed medistibon; and that, for the very 
Sine feaſon, he will never admit the houſe 
of Austria to poſleſs itſelf of the:dominions 
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of Bavaria, much leſs of the imperial crown. 
This is the unanimous opinion of all forts of 
perivns, and I may fay, that there is not 


the Text variation in ſentiment about it. 


Tis generaliy given out, that the king of 
Poland, a8 elec tor of Saxony, has a mind to 


int upon uus pretenſions on the dutchies 


of Fuliers and. Berg, whence many people 


are apptehenſive leſt England, and the queen 
of Hungary, ſhould lay hold on this opportu- 
nity of engaging that prince alſo in a war 
againft the emperor, and againſt France. 
The preſent ſituation of affairs in Lombardy 


are ſuch, that the king of Sardinia, having 


withdrawn the beſt part of his troops into 
Piedmont, the Auſtrians are no longer in a 
condition to make head againſt the Spaniards 
under -M. De Gages, which creates a new 
motive to apprehend, that while they flatter 
the queen with promiſes of enlarging her 
dominions at the expence of the emperor, 
or of this crown, by the continuance of the 
war, the event will but too fatally prove the 
ſolid reaſoningsof thoſe who judge, that there 
is nothing more neceſſary or expedient for the 
queen in particular, or the good of Europe 
in general, than a peace, in which due care 
thall bo taken of her arch-ducal houſe. 

I find my ſelf obliged to add to what I 
have been juſt now ſaying, that this reflection 
makes it more and more evident to every 
prudent and impartial perſon, that it is abſo- 
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lutely impoſſible for the queen of Hungary 
to make any conqueſt upon the emperor, 
or this crown; and that the evidence of this 
truth ought to make it firmly believed that 
the conduct of this princeſs, who prefers 
the continuance ofa deſolating and dangerous 
war to a peace extremely favourable for her, 
ought to be attributed rather to the quick 
temper of the queen than to the deliberate 
councils of England, or any other power. 

On Friday morning the cardinal being 
ſtill in the fame condition, his valet de 
chambre aſked: him if his eminency would 
not take a little cinnamon water ? to which 
he anſwered tartly * Til have neither cin- 
namon water nor rabble, But a moment 
after, he call'd him back and ſaid, “ give 
me ſome cinnamon water, becauſe it comes 
from our good friends the Dutch, and 
© I would not diſpleaſe them. 


lam 


Paris, Yan Str, yours, &c. 


21. 1743. 


This is what the French call jeu de mots, or a playing 
apon words. Thole of the cardinal were je ne wveux ne 
canelle ut canaille, the turn lies on the like ſound of the 
words canclle and canaille, and, as the ſtory is reported by 
others, was occaſicned by his eminency's apartment being 
too much crowded. | 

M. 
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M. Van Hoey to M. Fagel. 


SIX, 
ROM the converſation I had haſt 


Tueſday with the miniſters at Verſailles, 


it appears to me afreſh, and in the cleareſt 
manner poſſible, that this court is ſtill in 


the ſame difpoſition, with reſpe& to the 


re-eſtabliſhment of peace, as I have often in- 


farmed their high mightineſſes, and that ſhe 


ſincerely deſires that the court of Vienna 


would at laſt give her conſent to an accom- 
moda tion upon equal terms, and which are 
conſequently agreeable to the intereſt of the 
houſe of Auſtria. | 
Cardinal Tencin ſpeaking on this occaſion 
of true greatneſs of ſoul, and comparing it 


with the paſſions that often aſſume an hypo- 


critical figure of that rare virtue, told me, 
that the idea of the ſage conduct of the ſtates- 
general, had engaged him to frame of their 
way of thinking, obliged him firmly to 
believe, that their high mightineſſes, only 
from their affection for the queen, and for 
the common good of mankind, were not 
leſs diſpoſed to employ their treaſures for 
ſoftning the heart of the princeſs, and in- 
clining her to an accommodation on ſuch 
terms as I before hinted, than others were 
ready to offer thelaviſhingaway of theirsto di- 
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vert her from taking ſo ſalutary a reſolution, 
and ta engage her to perſiſt in the continua- 
tion of the war, at the riſ of her heredi- 
tary dominions, the deſtruction of the hu- 
man race, and principally of ;her;own ſub; 
je 


of judging, by his own lights, of this caſe, 
informed me, og the Gtyation , of affairs in, 
92 6 is ſuch that it is e 5 for 


6 EE TTY 


of Gs b 5 ehe means 'the dominions of 

Spazn in 75 55 

and « Even ruinous charge upon that crown, 
Th e fame pe on told me, that he had it in 

ſuch a manner F him no, room to doubt. 

that the court of pain was to thoroughly ſen- 


ſible of theſe 55 MS to 1 1 N that | 
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know, Sir, becauſe I have heretofore, more 
than once mentioned it to their high mighti— 


neſſes, 
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nefſes that on- the other fide, the appre- 
henſions of this court are very ſtrong, that 
the acquiſition, of ſome eſtabliſhment for 
Don PV in Italy may have ſo ſenſible an 
effect on the temper of the court of Spain, that 
they may think no price too great to attain it, 
and be thereby led to make theſe two great 
ſacrifices to England, how pernicious DF 
the conſequences may prove for Sin itſel 
as well as for other nations. 
Having written thus much of this diſpatch, 
I received the reſolution of their high mighti- 


neſſes of the 1 5th. inſtant... They will ea- 


ſily judge of the grief I felt at ſeeing that I 


haye had the misfortune to diſpleaſe them, 


at a time when I labour with the utmoſt ſin- 
cerity, to diſcharge my duty towards my 
country, Iam a man, I acknowledge my 


weaknels, it belongs to their high mighti- 


neſſes to command, and me to obey. 
But you will have the goodneſs, Sir, with 
reſpect to the reaſons mentioned in my diſ- 
patch of the 11th inſtant, which engaged 
me. to inform their high mightineſſes ſuc- 
cindly and faithfully what I was told here 
(though in terms much leſs warm and cir- 
1 of the conduct that England 
hath held towards the republic ſince its cſta- 
bliſhment, to add theſe that follow. 
The firſt reaſon is, the perſuaſion of tlie 
cardinal, and the other miniſters of this 
ourt.. (of which 1 have before taken 1 notice 
more 
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(72) FRY 
mbre than once to their high mightineſles) 
that the keeping up a ſtrict friendſhip with 
England by all juſt and convenient ways, is 
not leſs neceſſary for the republic, than the 
entertaining a like correſpondence with this 
crown. Whence it follows, that this court 
never had it in view to excite any animoſi- 
ties againſt Exgland. 

The ſecond, that the cardinal, when he 
made on Hedneſday fortnight that recital to 
'me, though much more circumſtantially, 


added theſe words, © You know, Sir, how 
far I am from raiſing any animoſity in 


te the republic againſt England ; I only put 
you in mind of things which - ought to 


make the republic careful of giving too 
« eaſy credit to the fair words of the Eng- 


« ib; the experience of all ages ought to 


« teach them, that the old proverb, wha? 
rs bred in the bone, will never come out of 


c 
« the Skin, is applicable in the higheſt de- 
degree to that nation.“ Ek 
The third reaſon is, that it appears to me 
from frequent diſcourſes with the miniſters, 
that this court ſtrongly imagines that the 


negotiations of the Engliſh to engage this 
ſtate in a war, are puſh'd with very great 
Heat, and with much appearance of ſucceſs. 


I therefore thought that it was my duty to 


conceal nothing from their high mightineſ- 


ſes of all that occurred to me at this time 


for the maintaining the peace, my inſtruc- 


tions 
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tions requiring, amongſt other things, #0 
inform exactly their high mightineſſes of all 
that ſhould come to my knowledge, when things 
are of any importance, as well in reſbed to 
my commiſſion as otherwiſe. 

The fourth reaſon is, that my inſtructions 
direct me to labour that the good intelligence 
between the two courts and the two nations, 
may be preſerved in all reſpetts, and cemented 
more and more. As allo becauſe their high 
mightineſſes, by ſeveral of their reſolutions, 
and particularly that of the 2oth of July 
laſt, have teſtified their ſatisfaction with re- 
gard to my conduct, in that I ſtrove to con- 
vince this court of the ſincere deſire their 
high mightineſſes had to cultivate a mutual 
friendſhip between the two nations, and to 
eradicate all ſuſpicions and diſtruſts : ſo that 
I thought, that as the before- mentioned de- 
tail was made with no other view than to 
combat the efforts of thoſe who endeavour 
to excite animoſities between this crown and 
the republic, it was my duty to acquaint 
their high mightineſſes for the ſame end. 

The fifth reaſon is, that with reſpect to 
all the before- mentioned motives, I had 


ſtrongly perſuaded myſelf that the reſolu- 


tion of the 20th of July laſt, related to no- 
thing but what I had ſaid in public, as to 
the manner in which the Exgliſh think with 
reſpect to this republic; for that reſolution 


does not direct me to conceal from their 
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high mightineſſes whatever ſhould be ſaid 
to me directly in quality of ambaſſador by 
the miniſters of this court, for the mainte- 
nance of the peace and mutual friendſhip 
between the two nations. 
I farther moſt religiouſly proteſt, that 
the preſerving our friendſhip with England 
is not leſs at my heart, than that of main. 
taining a good intelligence with France, and 
that I would labour with the ſame fidelity 
and the ſame application, if my employ- 
ment required 1t, to prevent the republic's 
entertaining any groundleſs ſuſpicions againſt 
England, if they tended to induce a perni- 
cious war between that nation and ours, be- 
cauſe I conſider peace as the moſt precious 
treaſure of the ſtate, and the friendſhip of 
the two crowns, that of England as well as 
that of France, as its firmeſt ſupport. 

It is ſaid, that the king ſceing the dying 
condition of the cardinal, has taken a reſolu- 
tion, that in caſe he loſes this miniſter, he 
will not replace him, but apply himſelf to 


buſineſs, and diſcharge it by the help of the 


ſecretaries of ſtate in their ſeveral depart- 
ments. However, the multiplicity of affairs 
in this vaſt kingdom, aud more eſpecially in 
a time of war, makes it believed that he can- 
not, without the greateſt difficulty, avoid 
continuing the direction of affairs on the 
ſame foot, and conferring on one of his 
nuniſters an authority ſuperior to the reſt, 
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The dauphin going laſt Tueſday to viſit 
the cardinal, his eminency told him, That 
princes of his rank were feldom accuſtomed to 
honour with their preſence a perſon in the 
' agontes of death. That however theſe viſits 
* could not but be of uſe to him, ſince they 
would oblige him to conſider the miſc ery of Þu- 

man nature more nearly, by putting him in 
wind that even princes are but men, and that 
ſooner or later the ſame fate muſt attend them. 
| All who have acceſs to the cardinal tell 
me, that his eminency even in theſe days, 
| which humanly ſpeaking, are the laſt of his 
life, preſerves for the republic, and their am- 
baftador here, the ſame ſentiments of friend- 
hip that I have ſo often told your high 
mightineſſes were ſo natural to his eminen- 
.; however, that I might not trouble _ 
in the viſit I made him yeſterday at , I 
11 5 not thing it proper to go near his bed- | 4 
| fide. & 


: Paris, Fan. T am yours, &C, 
25.1743. | 
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M. Yan Hoey to M. Tagel. 


1 S I X, | 
IN thecanverſation I had laſt Tue/day with 
> [2 the miniſters of this court at Yerſazlles, 

8 they all ſpoke to me, at firſt fight, of the re- 


elution of their high mightineſſes of 0 


(76) 
T5th of laſt month, taken on my account, 
becauſe it is now become public in this city. 
I forebear touching any particular therein, be- 
cauſe I could not well do that without in- 
curring the greateſt danger of being thought 
diſobedient to thoſe orders that it contains. 

But before we go further, let me have 
leave to open my heart to their high mighti- 
neſſes, and repreſent to them in the mot 
reſpectful manner : 

In the place, that the reſolution of their 
high mightineſſes has thrown me into the 
greateſt dejection of mind, notwithſtanding 
my employment demands, and aboveall, in the 
preſent conjuncture of affairs, a double por- 
tion of courage and vigilance: but perhaps 
this difficulty may be ſurmounted by the 
confidence I place in the equity of their high 
mightineſſes. One and the other you know, 
Sir, are the moſt glorious recompence, and 
at the ſame time the moſt indiſputable teſti- 
mony of a clear conſcience, which, by the 
grace of God, I have always preſerved. 

In the ſecond place, that all my diſpatches 
through the courſe of fifteen years prove, that 
J have never amuſed myſelf in picking up 
vague reports, or vain diſcourſes, in order to 
engage the republic in a ruinous war or 2 
deceitful peace; and that I never offered to 
their high mightineſſes any advices that were 
not founded on a perfect knowledge of the na- 
ture of things, on reaſon, and the experience 


of 


4 . 
{6 
* 
6 
* 
7 
LI 
4 
* 
o 


(77) 
of all ages; advices that ſerve principally to 
the juſt diſcharge of my duty, and the ful- 
filling my inſtructions; 70 /abour in general 


for the preſervation of the good intelligence 


and friendſhip between both ſtates and their 


fubjetts, and cement it more and more; and 


that all ſuſpicions and falſe informations 

might be refuted, and even prevented, ac- 

cording to the reſolutions and repeated or- 
ders of their high mightineſles. 

In the zhird place, that all my diſpatches 
are ſo many authentic proofs that the whole 
of my policy, which is perfectly ſimple and 
uniform, is founded entirely and invariably 
on the following maxims: 

I. On this, that we are commanded to 
be watchful for our own preſervation, 
relying ſtill on God's providence, vi- 
gilate deo confidentes ; repoſing ourſelves 
wholly upon his goodneſs, and not on 
men, whoſe paſſions overcome their 
reaſon. 

II. To ſtiffle all falſe ſuſpicions and diſ- 
truſt in their cradle, by giving and re- 
ceiving timely explications; becauſe in 
proportion as ſuſpicions gain ſtrength, 
they neceſſarily excite groundleſs pre- 
judices and violent animoſities, which 
at laſt burſt out in an open and ruinous 
war. 

III. To take all poſſible methods for pre- 

venting envy, and the deſire of ven- 

geance 


(75) 
geance, nature, reaſon and experience 
thewing us the folly of theſe outragious 
paſſions, and our holy religion con- 
demning them in the higheſt degree. 

IV. And laſtly ſecuring the peace of the 

republick, as far as humanly ſpeaking 
is poſſible by the virtues of ſuch as 
are jntruſted with our government, 
and through their regulating their acti- 
ons, according to the fruitful rule of 
our bleſſed ſaviour, who directs us to 
do to others, what we deſire they 
ſhould do unto us. 

So that when their high mightineſles by 
their reſolution of the 15th of laſt month, 
ſeem to impute to my diſpatches, views 
and ſentiments directly oppoſite to thoſe, 
which I have been recapitulating, tho' my 
candour and my ſincerity are manifeſt in 
my relations, as they have been always 
the rule of my conduct, from my youth 
up to this day; I cannot but conceive 
from thence, new and {ſtrong apprehgn- 
ſions, that thoſe to whom my labours and 
continual application for cementing good 
intelligence and amity diſpleaſe, have at © laſt: 
ſucceeded in rendering me ſuſpected, and con- 
ſequently hateful and contemptible to their 
high mightineſſes to the total deſtruction 
of my miniſtry. 

However it is not fit for me thereupon 
to deſire my recall (though that i 18 N 
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neceſſary, to ſecure my having bread to eat 
in my old age) becauſe their high mighti- 
nefles have heretofore declared, that my 
recall would be extremely prejudicial to the 
ſervice of the ſtate. For my part, deſiring 
as I do with all my heart and foul, to ſacri- 
fice my life and fortune, for the preſervation 
of the peace and liberty, and promoting the 
proſperity of the republic, not only in this 
employment, but in all others in which the 
ſtate may have need of me, I devote and 
conſecrate myſelf to the ſervice of my coun- 
try, without referve or exception. 

But notwithſtanding all this, I cannot 
help praying conſtantly and ardently to God, 
and that ſo loud that all the members of the 
regency may hear me, that he would incline 
their hearts, ſo that, in the choice of ſome 
other perſon for the embaſly of France, they 


may meet with one endowed with greater 


talents, who has fewer imperfections, and 


whoſe breaſt glows with as warm a paſſion 
for whatever regards his duty towards his 
country, and that he will inſpire them with 
a reſolution of granting me repoſe, aiter ſo 
many years fatigue, of ſacrifices made for the 
republick, and of a conduct always diſinte- 
reſted, when my own concerns only were 
at ſtake, 

The cardinal was on Tueſday morning 
laſt at extremity, which gives me occaſion to 
peak of the ſincere ſentiments of this mi- 
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niſter for the republick and for me; and to 
write, at the ſame time, that, as I know 
thefe are the ſentiments of the whole nation, 
1 dare affure their high mightineſfes, that 
every one who ſpeaks to me demonſtrates 
by actions and by facts, that they really 
think, and will ever think in the ſame way, 
with reſpect to the republic, ſo long as ſhe 
continues in friendſhip with this crown. | 

I ſhould be in the wrong however, if E 
concealed from their high mightineſſes, that 


this court, as far as I am able to judge, does 


not count ſo poſitively as heretofore ſhe did, 
on the unalterable attachment of the repub- 
lic, to peace, and her friendſhip with this 


Crown, 


But that this may not ſurprize their 


high mightineſſes it ought to be conſidered 


that, according to the natural corruption of 
the human heart, there are to be found here 
as well as every where elſe, certain public 


incendiaries, who love to fiſh in troubled 
waters, and to conſider war as their greateſt 
good, and peace as their greateſt evil, and 
that it is no leſs natural to people of this 
ſtamp to make an ill uſe of every thing, with 
a view to raiſe reciprocal animoſities. For 
this reaſon they will endeavour, with equal 
application to impute to the ſtate, ſentiments 
altogether contrary to their friendſhip to this 
crown, While they privately. ſuggeſt to the 


flate, in order to render this crown ſuſpected, 
that 
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that it gives into certain ſchemes tending to 
overturn the liberty of the republick, and 
to deſtroy our holy religion. 
As the cardinal loved the republick at 
the bottom of his heart, this advanta- 
gious diſpoſition helped me much in pre- 
venting or deſtroying in his mind, all ſorts 
of ill impreſſions, ſuſpicions and diſtruſts. 
There was ſomething ſo rare in this favour- 
able diſpoſition, that the like is hardly to 
be found in any miniſter in a foreign court, 
and this was the more neceſſary at preſent, 
becauſe the ſtate has truly and effectually at 
heart, the continuation of this friendſhip, 
that one may have, while there is yet time, 
recourſe to explications, which are cer- 
tainly the only and beſt ſpecifics againſt all 
ſorts of ſiniſter ſuſpicions. 

All who knew the cardinal ever ſo little 
inwardly, have always looked upon him as 
the great antagoniſt of the deſigns of the 
court of Spain, and their high mightineſſes 
muſt alſo have remarked in my relations, 
and elſewhere the diſlike of that court 
towards the cardinal, ſo that by them his 
death will never be look'd on as a loſs. 

This is one reaſon, whence it is here 
inferred that in all appearance, the court of 
France will not labour for the fature with 
the ſame zeal, as ſhe has certainly done for 
theſe fix months paſt, to diſpoſe the empe- 
ror tocontenthimſelfwith his own dominions, 

M in 
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in caſe the queen of Hungary would on that 
condition be diſpoſed to make peace ; be- 
cauſe by the peace the queen of Hungary 
would find herſelf in a fituation to employ 


all her forces in the defence of her domini-' 


ons in Taly, and to render abortive the en- 
terprizes of the Spanzards in that part of our 
continent, 4 
To this reaſon we muſt join another, 
That is the alteration of affairs in Ttahy, and 
the courage which this change hath inſpir'd 
in the court of Hain, inſomuch that ſhe 
now flatters herſelf with the certain hopes 
of conducting her ſchemes to a proſperous 
end; ſo that ſhe would be much more of- 
fended, if at preſent France ſhould put an 
end to her enterprizes, and fruſtrate by a 
ce between the emperor and the queen, 
an undertaking in their opinion ſo well 
founded. | 
But this difficulty is not among the num- 
ber of thoſe that are inſurmountable, be- 
cauſe the whole French nation cfies. aloud 
for peace ; and the miniſters, in the con- 
verſation of which I have given an account, 
ſeem to me equally diſpoſed to the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of repoſe. All of them have teſ- 
tified to me, that this court would be ex- 
tremely well pleaſed if their high mighti- 
neſſes would employ their good offices with 
the emperor and the houſe of Auſtria, in 
order to procure a peace on the foot of the 
ut: 
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uti poſſidetis, which ſeems to be a very clear 
proof of the ſincerity of their intentions; 
becauſe in caſe (ſay they) that this propo- 
ſition ſhould not be 1 by both parties, 
their high mightineſſes would at leaſt be 
themſelves made ſenſible how far the queen's 
war is conſiſtent with the terms of the alli- 
ances and engagements of the republic. 

I have this moment received the reſolu- 
tion of their high mightineſſes of the 22d 
of laſt month, taken on one of my former 
diſpatches of the 18th. Put yourfelf, Sir, 
(or any other member of the regency) in 
my place but for a moment, and you will 
the more eaſily judge of the extremity of 
the grief I feel from this reſolution, I ſhall 
therefore add nothing to what I have alrea- 
dy ſaid above, or to what you will find » 
my diſpatch of the 2 5th of laſt month, 
anſwer to a reſolution of their high ors Try 
neſſes of the 15th preceding. My clear 
conſcience ſerves me inſtead of a thouſand 
witneſſes, and my entire confidence in the 
juſtice of the ſtate, as a buckler of proof, 
which hinders me from being intirely ſtunn'd 
by this redoubled blow, 

As to the reſt, the national troops of 
France are all marched out of the city of 
Egra, and they are replaced there by ſome 
regiments belonging to the emperor. 

It is certain that the court of France is 
reſolved at preſent not to draw out of Ba- 
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varia, or march towards this kingdom, more 
than 6000 men only, including horſe and foot; 
and that the diſpoſitions are made for havin 
the army of France which is left in that 
ele ctorate, compleated by the end of March, 
or the beginning of Abril next. 

The pay of the French horſe and foot in 
Bavarid has been augmented two ſols per 
diem, and orders are given for diſtributing 
beſides two ounces of rice a day to every 
man, | 

The loan of fix millions, by way of for- 
tine, of which I ſpoke in my laſt, was filled 
the very day it was opened, ſo that the next 
day there was not a ſingle ticket to be had. 

The king has declared to his miniſters, 
that for the future he will confer with them 
in perſon, and that they are to receive his 
orders from himſelf. 

This new ſyſtem of the adminiſtration of 
affairs at this court, will in all appearance 
be laſting, by reaſon that the miniſters of 
ſtate are all equally averſe from deſiring to 
try the weight of ſo heavy a burthen as that 
of the general miniſtry, or to ſee themſelves 
exerciſing only a ſubordinate authority un- 
der a ſuperior taken from among their own 
body; from whence it will neceſſarily re- 
ſult, that every one will contribute ſincerely 
to the preſerving a perfect harmony, as well 
for facilitating the king's buſineſs, as becauſe 
it is their common intereſt. 
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I forgot to take notice above, and in its 
proper place, that the ill-will of the court 
of Spain againſt the cardinal, has gone ſo 
far, that the marquis de Caſtellar was parti- 
cularly charged to labour by all means to 
ruin this prime miniſter in the opinion of 
the king, and to procure his diſgrace ; and 
that the marquis de las Minas has teſtified, 
by all his actions, that the ruin of the car- 
dinal was one of the principal objects of his 
embaſly to this court. | 

Their high mightineſſes will eaſily com- 
prehend that the court of Spain could not 
want abundance of friends in a buſineſs like 
this, where many people, for the advancing 
their own intereſt, are accuſtomed to regu- 
late their meaſures by very diſtant views, 
and to whom the caſe of a prince of the 
Spaniſh line mounting the throne of France, 
doth not appear at all impoſſible. We ought 
to add the liberality of the court of Sparn, 
which laviſhes to the principal lords of this 
court the order of the Golden Fleece, and 
even the title of Grandees ; this laſt dignity 
giving here the ſame rank, and the fame 
prerogatives, as the brevet of duke and peer, 
When one obſerves that notwithſtanding 

all this, and without conſidering that his 
moſt catholic majeſty is uncle to the king of 
France, the cardinal has teſtified by all his 
actions, that never any hopes of acquiring 
| the 
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the good will of the court of Spain, or any 

dread of its hate or perſecution, could poſſibly 
turn him out of the right road, or divert 
him from his duty, it looks as if one could 
not exact a more convincing proof of his 
love for the king his maſter, or of his total 
devotion to the concerns of the nation, with- 
out any mixture of his particular intereſts, 

I had likewiſe forgot to mention that, 
upon the good offices I have emploved in 
favour of the republick of Geneva, i mi- 
niſters have informed me, that the king will 
never abandon them, but that he will pro- 
tect it towards all, and againſt all who (hall 
attempt any thing to its prejudice, in the 
manner that is moſt efficacious. They add 
that the infraction made cn the treaty of 
St. Julian, has, in all appearance, its ſource 
from the ignorance of the Spaniards, but 
that at all events this court will not fail of 
ſetting that of Hain right in this affair. 

In order to explain more clearly a period 
in my laſt diſpatch, which begins with theſe 
words, They all teſtified, to me, that this 
court would ſee with pleaſure, &c, 1 and 
myſelf obliged to obſerve further, that none 
of the principal miniſters in this beginning 
of a new ſyſtem can ſpeak fo poſirively of 
the intentions of the king, as in the time of 
the cardinal ; they then knew thoſe of his 
eminency, and they underſtood Pry 
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well to what a degree the king repoſed con. 
fidence in that prime miniſter. Iam 


Paris, Feb. | Tours, &c. 
13, 1743 


M. Van Hoey to M. Page!. 


SIR, 


HE miniſter of the republic of Ge- 
neva has informed me, that upon his 
repreſentations he has received the very ſame 
aſſurances from M. Amelot, which that mi- 
niſter and the other members of the miniſtr 
had given me, of which I had the honour 
to give an account to the ſtate in my for- 
mer, | 
Letters from the army of France, which 
is in Bavaria, inform us, that the diſeaſes 
increaſe among th. troops, and that, as the 
attribute them to the bad dict and other 
inconveniencies they meet with, M. Brog/:o 
had extorted the generals and colonels of re- 
giments to do, each, all that lay in his power 
towards putting a {top to this malady by re- 
moving its fources. In the mean time, the 
court has laboured with ſuch diligence to 
replace the loſſes of this army, that the re- 
cruits, to the number of 2250 men, which 
were neceſſary for that purpoſe, and which 
were drawn out of the militia, arc alrcady 
arrived at Strasburg, where the marquis de 


Quinc, 
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Quincy is gone, in order to review them, ſo 
that we reckon they will arrive before the 
15th of next month, at the army in Ba- 
varia. 175 

The return of the army under M. Belliſſie 
has been haſtened, inſomuch that the firſt 
diviſion began its march on the 20th, in- 
ſtead of the 24th, of laſt month, and the 
laſt will follow on the fourth inſtant, in- 
ſtead of the 11th, 

We are aſſured that ſeveral regiments of 
horſe and foot have begun their march on 
the ſide of Luxemburgbh, in order to be ready 
in caſe the Auſtrian troops and their auxi- 
liaries ſhould attempt an invafion of the 
kingdom of that ſide. é 

The 72 new raiſed troops of horſe and 
dragoons are almoſt all compleat, but the 


ordinances for augmenting each troop of 


horſe and dragoons with 5 men are not 
yet iſſued, 

It is ſaid, that the infant don Philip has 
demanded of the regency of the country of 
Jalais, in which is the mountain called Great 
St. Bernard, a paſſage through their territo- 
ry, in order to enter into 1taly ; but it is ſup- 
poſed they will find it pretty difficult to per- 
ſuade them to it. 

The king has given two abbies, which 
were held by the late cardinal, to two ab- 
bes who are brothers, and nephews of his 
EMINENCY, vi. that of St. Stephen, of 3 5, ooo 

livres 
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Hvres a-year to the eldeſt, who is alſo grand 
almoner to the queen; and that of Tournay, 
which is worth 16,000 livres, to the younger. 

The cardinal had beſides 40,000 livres 
a year, VS. 20,000 as ſuperintendant of 
the poſts, and the like ſum as miniſter of 
ſtate, which is the fixed appointment of that 
employment : ſo that his whole revenue did 
not amount to more than 91, o00 livres 
French money. He has left no debt, his 
manner of living being very modeſt ; and 
when one conſiders his rank, and the cuſtoms 
of the preſent age, one is ſurprized to hear 
that his whole eſtate, including his furniture, 
plate and jewels, did not amount to above 
80,000 livres of that money. This is the 
cleareſt proof poſſible of the cleanneſs of his 


hands, and conſequently of his heart. 


I ſhall add upon this occaſion what the 
cardinal told me ſome years ago, becauſe it 


is a fact that does equal honour to his moſt. 


chriſtian majeſty and to his miniſter, The 
king immediately after his coronation at 
Reims, having heard it ſaid to his old pre- 
ceptor, that his majeſty was now to take his 
leave of truth for ever, the young prince 
asked him with great aſtoniſhment why ? 
and having received for anſwer, that truth 
was chaſed from the thrones of kings by 
Battery, that monarch faid in the moſt gra- 
cious manner poſhble, for my part, Sir, I 
deſire you always tell me the truth, The 
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cardinal when be told me this added, that 
having promiſed the king never to diſguiſe 
any thing to him, he had religiouſly kept his 
word: that he had never been afraid to tell 
him all things naturally and without diſguiſe, 


tho' ſometimes they were very oppoſite to 


that monarch's inclinations and way of think- 
ing, and. conſequently diſagreeable : that 
even this had never colt him any pain, be- 


cauſe, added he, daring to ſpeak the moſt 
diſagrecable truths to kings, is always a moſt 


evident mark of fincere reſpect” and true 
affection for their ſacred perſons: that be- 


ſides, he was able to act in this manner with 
leſs apprehenſion. than another, becauſe he 


knew perfectly well the temper of the king, 
and the magnanimity of his heart; ſo that 


he had never occaſion to, behold him but 


with the eyes of a faithful ſubject, or to 


ſpeak to him but as the head of the ſtate, 


and the father of his people. | 

This was the occaſion of the great diſcon- 
tent ſhewn by the court of ain againſt the 
the cardinal, and of a commiſſion given to 
the marquis de Caſlellar, to endeavour to 
procure his diſgrace, as I have before ob- 
ſerved. | 

The cardinal added farther, that he was 
ſenſibly mortified at being ſometimes obliged 
to give his majceily advice contrary to the 
views of the court of Spain, becauſe he al- 
ways looked upon the friendſhip of that 
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court as extremely precious to the French 
nation; but that it was impoſſible to ſerve 
two maſters at a time. That he looked up- 
on peace as the ſovereign bleſſing of France, 
and war as the greateſt misfortune which 
could befal that nation, without however 
being able to find the ſecret to bring near 
each other theſe extremities of he greateſt 
good and the greateſt evil, That the welfare 
of the people was always the ſupreme rule 
of his councils, becauſe there really lies the 
great glory of ſovereigns, inaſmuch as from 
thence they derive their ſureſt ſupport. 

The body of the late cardinal remains at 
I, till ſuch time as the ſuperb mauſoleum, 
the king has ordered to be erected in the 
church of Sr. Thomas of the Louvre, which 
has been rebuilt upon this occaſion, and 
which is henceforward to be called Sz, Louis 
of the Louvre, is finiſhed; but in the mean 
time the king has ordered, that the moſt 
magnificent obſequies ſhall be celebrated for 
the deceaſed in the metropolitan church of 
this capital. The afflition of heart which 
the king hath in the moſt ſincere manner 
thewn in all his actions, as well as in all his 
expreſſions, for the lofs of this great mini- 
fter, forms his faireſt elogium; for to love 
and to regret the virtuous is always conſi- 
dered as the moſt indubitable mark of real 
virtue. The king has given to M. Amelo! 
N 2 thg 
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the office of great maſter of the ceremonies 


of the order of the Holy Ghoſt, in the room 
of the late marquis de Breteuil, and to the 
comptroller-general Orr: that of great trea- 
ſurer of the tame order, which was poſſeſſed 
by the count de Maurepas, who has given 
his diſmiffion from his own free motive, 
reſcrving however the honours and preroga- 
tives annexcd to that dignity. 

After having written thus far, I was in- 
formed from a good hand, that it was true 
the king had given the two abbies before- 
mentioned to the nephews of the late cardi- 
nal; but that they had beſought his majeſty 
not to take it amiſs that they did not accept 
them, adding, that as cach of them had al- 
ready about 30, ooo livres a-year in benefices, 
and that the example of the moderation of 
their late uncle had made ſuch a ſtrong im 
preſſon on their hearts, that they ceaſed not 
to pray to God to give them the grace to 
imitate him, and that the king had received 
the re queſt of theſe two abbots with much 
eſteem and great marks of tenderneſs. 

The canton of Sclauitz has given leave to 
the court of Hain to raiſe a regiment of four 
batallions, which is to be commanded by 
colonel Redinger. It is alſo faid (but of this 
cannot be certain) that the abbot and prince 
of St. Gall has likewiſe given permiſſion to 
raiſe ſuch another regiment of tour batallions 
lieu- 
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lieutenant-colonel Dunant, by birth a Swiſs, 
and who is already in the ſervice of Hain. 


| Paris, Feb. 1 am yours, &c. 
5 4, 1743. | 


M. Yan Hoey to M. Pagel, 


SIX, 

BEGIN this diſpatch, by rectifying an 

error that ſlipt into my former of the . 
inſtant, viz. that the fFontine eſtabliſhe 
here ſometime ago was filled the ſame day 
it was opened, becauſe I am informed in a 
manner which leaves me no room to doubt 
of the truth of it, that fo late as yeſterday 
one might have had tickets. 

My author, a merchant at Geneva, ſpoke 
however very fairly; for having been inform- 
ed by one of the collectors of the Zontine, 
who, becauſe he had ſold all his own tickets, 
imagined that the reſt of the collectors muſt 
have had the fame good luck, on his credit 
reported it to me, However it is moſt cer- 
tain, that money 1s by no means ſcarce here 
nor the public credit at all ſunk, One proof 
of this 1s, that money has not riſen at all 
above its ordinary courſe, which is that of 
5 per cent, and that the actions are actuall 


higher now than they were at the beginning 
af this war, 
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I was in another error in my enumeration 
of the revenues of the late cardinal; for I 
find that, inſtead of 20,000 livres that I 
{aid he received as ſuperintendant of the 
poſts he had but 15,000. 

The great example of the king, ard the 
proneneis of envy to fly at living game is the 
reaſon that almoſt every body ere does 
{irict juſtice to the memory of this great 
miniſter, and regret his Joſs as it acſerves. 

'The eſtate of the celebrated cardinal 

George d. Ambzije, prime miniſter to Leuis 
XII. amounted to 11, 00, ooo livres, and the 
mark of ſilver was then worth but 10 li- 
vres, whereas it is now worth 50. 
The revenues of cardinal Richlieu were 
prodigiouſly great, and his ſucceſſion much 
ſurpaſſed. the riches of the moſt opulent 
private perſon, in his time, throughout all 
Europe. 

Cardinal Mazarin enjoyed a revenue of 
1,800,000 francs, his ſucceſſion was worth 
22, ooo, ooo, and the mark of filver was 
then no higher than 27 livres. 

In comparing the credit theſe firſt mini- 
fic rs had then with their maſter, with the 
1475 and perfect confidence which the pre- 
ſent king repoſed in his late eminency, we 
find, that the power of the former was as 

much below the all powerful credit of the 
latter, as their riches were above thoſe which 


he poſſeſt. 
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That example of ſingular moderation 
given by the two nephews of the late cardi- 
nal, is not generally applauded, which ought 
not however to ſurprize us, becauſe, as you 
know, Sir, men do not care to ſee in others, 
virtues of which they know themſelves in- 
capable, and endeavour always to ftigmatize- 
them with the name of ſome vice, or elſe: 
to turn them into ridicule ; but perſons of 
candour, and all fuch as know theſe young 
gentlemen throughly, cannot forbeat ren- 
dering juſtice to the uprightneſs of their 
hearts. 

The comptroller general was appointed 
executor of the will of his late eminency, 
and under him the abbot de Briſac, who 
tranſacted the affairs of the late cardinal. 

This choice proves the unſhaken confidence 

— that miniſter, in the comptroller, on the 
foot on which I have always ſpoken of it in 
my relations, in oppoſition to ſo many re- 
ports to the contrary, deſtitute of all founda- 
tion, and which were nevertheleſs ſcattcred 
on all ſides. 

This laſt mentioned perſon 1s univerſally 
looked upon as having a large ſhare in the 
king's confidence apparently, becauſe he is 
generally thought worthy of it; and I have 
already obſerved, more than once, the ſin- 
cere and conſtant defire that this miniſter 
has to contribute to the utmoſt of his r, 
to the ſtrengthening the friendſhip between 
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this crown and' the republic, and the per- 
ſuaſion he has, that nothing can be more 
advantageous to both nations, One may 
certainly reckon upon his word, fince he is 
one of thoſe men who ſpeak always from 

e bottom of their hearts, and whoſe ac- 


tions are ſo many invariable proofs that up- 


rightneſs is the higheſt point of their 
policy. . 

In the converſation I had on Tueſday and 
Wedneſday with M. Amelot, and ſome other 
miniſters of this court, I have remarked, Sir, 


I. The ſame ſentiments for confirming 
the good intelligence, and for the fame 
reaſon that I have juſt mentioned, and 


which I have often informed their 
high mightinefſes, was the genuine 


way of thinking of this court, as well 

as of this whole nation. | 
IT. The fame ſubjects for my apprehen- 
ſions mentioned in my laſt, at the pa- 
ragraph which begins, but I ſhould be 


in the wrong to conceal from their high 


mightineſſes, &c. And as the cauſe of 


apprehenſions, as well as their remedy, 


are to be there found, I ſhall not enter 


further into that matter. 


I ſhall only add the three following max- 


ims, becaufe they expreſs in very few words 


very eſſential points, which they placed be- 
fore my eyes in this laſt converſation, as; 


well 
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well as in others preceding it, with regard 
to the confirmation of the reciprocal amity 
between the two nations : 

Vis. 1. That how ſincere ſever our af- 
fetions my be for others, we are not the 
maſters of their conduct. 2. That friend- 
ſhip ſhould not 'flow from one fide only ; 
and, 2. That as friendſhip begets friendſhip, 
hatred begets hatred. 

In this converſation it appeared to me 
afreſh, that all the miniſters think ſtill as 
they thought before, and as they have al- 
ways thought in reſpect to the eſtabliſh- 
ment for the repoſe of Europe; and that 
each of them is particularly perſuaded, that 
a propoſition on the part of the ſtate upon the 
foot of the ut poſſidetis, would be conform- 
able to reaſon,” and all that can be moſt 
glorious and moſt uſeful for the republic, 
and the true means for bringing back peace 
for the common good of Europe, and con- 
ſequently for diſcharging the ſtate from thoſe 
extraordinary armaments in which the light- 
ing up of the preſent war engaged them ; 
and ſo that no power in Europe can take ill 
this mediation of the regency of the repub- 
lic, becauſe that their good faith and their fide- 
lity to their engagements, aswell as their love 
for peace, will all be ſet by this means in 
the faireſt light; and it will appear, by the 
ſtrongeſt evidence, that this is the ſureſt 
method of procuring the welfare of all the 

O parties 
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parties in general, and of each of them in 4 
rticular. 

M. Amelot communicated to me, in the 
ſame converſation, the declaration made by 
the king of Pruſſia to the king of Great- 
Britain and to the States-General; and this 
court ſeems to me well contented with this 
ſtep of his Pruſſian majeſty. 

Many of our politicians, in their own 
opinions, accuſtomed, as you are ſenſible, Sir, 
to aſſign very idly myſterious cauſes to ve 
ſimple events, imagined fully and firmly that 
this meaſure was taken in concert with this 
court, and that France being lighted by the 
republic, had, if I may ſo ſpeak, thrown 
herſelf into the arms of the king of Pruſſia, 
in order to obtain a peace by his means. 

But the two following reaſons ſeem to 
me to demonſtrate that the declaration of 
that king was as little concerted with this 
court, as with the king of Great-Britain 
or with the States. 

I. Becauſe the rupture of that friendſhip 
which ſubſiſted between this court and 
that of Pruſſia, is too freſh to believe 
it natural, that the firſt of theſe courts 
ſhould give the laſt ſo great a mark of 
confidence, 

IT. Becauſe in the laſt converſation it ſtill 
appears to me, that this court wiſhes 
no leſs to ſee itſelf indebted for peace 
to the republic, than it wiſhes for peace 
itſelf, Their 
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Their high mightineſſes therefore will 
permit me, becauſe the thing comes in here 
a propos, to put them in mind of the 
convincing reaſons, by which it appears that 
this court cannot declare its intentions for a 

ce, in a more public manner. 

Theſe reaſons may be found in many 
of my former, and amongſt others that of 
the 31ſt of Jaſt December, at the place 
which begins with theſe words, in the firſt 
place, that this court has given it ſufficiently 
to be underſtood, &c. they will likewiſe 
permit me at the ſame time to refreſh their 
memory, as to the ſeveral reaſonings in the 
ſame relation, which ſenſible people regard 
here as demonſtrative for the conviction of 
any reaſonable and impartial man, that 
none of the powers in war, can by any 
means, humanly ſpeaking, render their con- 
ditions better by the continuation of this 
war. 

The ' deſign of M. Bellie was to arrive 
at Francfort the z iſt of laſt month, and 
to be here by the end of this. 

It is generally reported, and in ſuch a 
manner, that we can no longer doubt the 
truth of it, that the emperor's diſcontent 
towards M. Broglio is much inereaſed, ſo 
that his imperial majeſty inſiſts in the moſt 
preſſing manner, upon his recall and de- 
mands at the ſame time, that the command 
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of the French troops in Bavaria, ſhould be 
given to marſhal Belliſſe. 

We are no lets poſitively told, that M. 
Broglio himſcit demands his recall with as 
oreat warmth, and that asa good and faith- 
ful ſubject he alledges, that he cannot re- 
ſolve to attempt impoſiibilities to nleaſe a 
foreign prince, and this at the cxp:nceof the 
blood of the, king's ſoldiers, and conſe- 
quently to the prejudice of his ſervice. Vou 
will eaſily judge, Sir, that this brave gen- 
neral by writing in this ſtyle, does not 
make his court much to the hot heads 
here. 
The embaſſador of Babes tells 1 me che ſon 
of the chevalier T7070, a young lord of about 
thirtycone, has been named by the republic 
embaſſador extraordinary to the late, and 

that he has accepted it. 

They talk of a numerous promotion of ge- 
nerals, that the king is ſpeedily to. make in 
order to recompence the officers of the ar- 
mies in Bohemia and Bavaria, 
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M. Van Hoey to M. Fagel. 


S IX, 


HE declaration of the king of Pruſſia 
to the ſtates, and to the king of Great- 
8 Britain, makes at preſent the principal ſub- 
ject of publick diſcourſe, and I ſhall haye 
much ado to expreſs the more than or 
eſteem which this prince has acquired among 
the French nation, by this magnanimous 
meaſure. For theſe are the tetms of which 
they ſpeak of it here, becauſe it is generally 
underſtood, that it maſt of neceſſity operate 
towards the re-eſtabliſhment of a 
which, you know Sir, they moſt ardently 
deſire here. 
The reaſons which induce us to expect 
with ſo much certainty, this ſalutary effect 
from this declaration, are theſe that follow: 

In the firſt place, becaife. hereby there is 
abſolutely taken from the queen of 
Hungary all hope of rendering her 
condition better by the war. 

II. Becauſe the good faith of England 
and the republic, with reſpect to their 
defenſive engagements. with the houſe 

of Auſtria prove to a demonſtration, 
the impoſſibility there is, that the em- 
petor ſhould ever carry into execution 
any of his pretenſions on the ſucceſſion 
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of the late emperor Charle VI. even ſup- |} 
ſing that France would ailift his im- 
. perial majeſty in the proſecution oi his 
deſign, with all her forces, 


With reſpect to this laſt reaſon, I find my 
ſelf obliged to repeat what I have already 
ſaid ſo often, that this court wiſhes moſt 
ſincerely, that we would prevent all grounds 
of diſtruſt and enmity between this nation 
and ours, not only becauſe (which is very 
natural) this nation is far enough from de- 
- firing to draw upon her new enemies, hut 
principally becauſe a rupture between this 
nation and ours, is univerſally conſidered, 
as a thing altogether unnatural, and the moſt } 
. pernicious that can be for both ſtates. 

It ſeems to mealſofar from beingunieaſona- | 
ble to repeat once again what I have ſo often 
ſaid, vg. That I do not perceive. this court 
looks upon it as at all contrary. to the amity 
ſubſiſting between his majeſty and the re- 
public, that the latter employs her treaſures 

in virtue of a defenſive alliance to enable the | * 

queen of Hungary to preſerve her hereditary 


countries. | 

Me are aſſured that 8 or 10,000 Auſtrian | 

troops are in full march to reinforce thoſe 

under the command of count Traun in 
Taly. 7 95 

We are likewiſe aſſured, that the court 

of Vienna, and that of England, have fixed 
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upon a certain recompence for his Sardinian 
majeſty, in conſideration of his faithful aſ- 
ſiſtance in defending the dominions of the 
houſe of Auſtria, at the expence of his duchy 
of Savoy, and expoſing his perſon to the 
greateſt dangers. p 

This being ſo, it is reckoned here, that the 
dominions of the queen in 1taly are now in 
perfect ſecurity, becauſe the king of Sardinia 
may employ all his troops, and thereby render 
the paſſage from Savoy into Piedmont, abſo- 
— 55 impracticable to don Philip. This 
monarch finding himſelf much encouraged 
to undertake this, and the Auſtrian army 
under count Traun, being by this time ſu- 
perior in force to that of the Spaniards under 
general de Gages. 

As the king of France has begun to go- 
vern by himſelf, I think it my duty to give 
their high mightineſſes a ſlight ſketch of his 
character, founded on the conſtant, faithful 
and unanimous reports of ſuch as have the 
honour to approach neareſt his royal per- 
ſon. | | 

This prince is naturally juſt, debonair, 
diſcreet, and impenetrably ſecret ; pious, but 
above human weakneſles, preferring repoſe 
and the pleaſures of life, to laborious occu- 
pations; of a ſound judgment, and a happy 
memory, well enough verſed in hiſtory, 
eſpecially that of his own kingdom ; not 
born with any paſſion for war, but rather 
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of a peaceable diſpoſition ; he has a high 
ſpirit, has much ſenſibility in iriendſhip, 
and does not very patiently bear being ill 
treated, or ill thought of. | 

This picture, which is as like as poſſible, 
will, as well as the reſt of my accounts, ve- 
rify itſelf to their high mightineſſes upon all 
occaſions. eee eee ep We 

Having this opportunity, let me have leave 
to obſerve, of what conſequence atall times, 
the firſt impreſſions of friendſhip or enmity 
are, at the beginning of a new adminiſtra- 
tion, as this ſeems to be at preſent, and I 
ſhould act extremely wrong in concealing 
from your high mightineſſes, that it app 
to me, that they daily count leſs and leſs 
on the friendſhip of our nation, | 

The report here is ſtrong, that if the ene- 
mies of France ſhould ſucceed in rendering 
the war general, which is what they have 
been aiming at a long time, the king will, 
in that caſe, put himſelf at the head of his 
army, on that ſide, where action 1s likely to 
be warmeſt, and this, in all probability, 
will be in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 

In the mean time this court neglects no- 
thing which may prevent ſo pernicious an 
evil, or which may enable them to reſiſt it 
in caſe it ſhould prove inevitable. 
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The militia of Lorrain 4,000 
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The cavalry before the war was 20, ooo 
Augmentation of ten men to a 6 


10, 000 
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The whole forces of France 203,000 

To which we muſt add of | 
invalids now ſerving in 16,000 
earrifons - - - = 


2 


Total 219,000 
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I have read and read again with the ut- 
molt attention the reſolution of their high 
mightineſſes of the 22d of laſt month, taken 
upon a relation of mine of the 18th, and 
yet J have not been able to diſcover the paſ- 
lages that have had the misfortune to diſ- 
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pleaſe their high mightineſſes to ſuch a de- 
gree as that they ſhould find reflections 4 
tttle indecent, not only on the conduct of the 
allies of the ſtate, but alſo on the conduct and 
deliberations of the ſtate itſelf. 

I am much for that rule which ſays, ante- 
quam inciþias, conſulto; poſtguam conſulueris 
mature, facto opus t. A reſolution once 
taken by the ſovercign is a ſacred law, for 
its ſubjects and every one ought thereto to 
conform his actions; but I alſo believe, that 
while the ſovereign deliberates, it ought to 
be free for all who have any lawful vocation 
to ſpeak their ſentiments according to their 
lights upon every thing that has a near rela- 
tion to the ſervice of the ſtate. To do one's 
beſt in ſuch a caſe, without ſuffering one's 
ſelf to be diverted by conſiderations either of 
favour or prejudice, has been always and 
with good reaſon held one of the molt eſſen- 
tial duties of a member of the high regency ; 
and the currency of this great maxim in a 
ſtate conſtantly regarded as the happieſt ef- 
tea, the moſt evident proof, and the ſurcit 
ſupport of our molt precious liberty. 

I have not hitherto had any advice or in- 
formation of the deliberations of their high 
mightineſſes, neither directly nor through 
the canal of any of thoſe who have a ſhare 
in them; ſo that I really know nothing but 
what I am told by the miniſters here, 'They 
may ſee by my dGipatch of the 14th of Ja- 
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nuary, and thoſe that follow it, that by all 


that through this canal comes to my knows 
ledge of their deliberations, I ought neceſla- 


rily to conclude, they have for their object 
either their preſerving peace, or their taking 
part of the war. In this ſituation I had a 
right to make uſe of all the informations 
which to me appeared capable of inclining 
the clear judgment of their high mightineſ- 
ſes to prefer peace to the calamity of war; 
and the ſtrengthening and confirming the 
amity of this crown, fo as to render the 
courſe thereof everlaſting, was fo agreeable 
to the great objects of my embaſſy, to the re- 
ligion of our ſupreme regency, to their love 
for peace, to nature, reaſon, and to all that 
is moſt glorious and uſeful for the ſtate, that 
I certainly ſhould have looked upon myſelt 
as the moſt culpable of men, if I bad been 
wanting thereto in any manner whatſoever, 
I may poſſibly deceive myſelf; God alone is 
infallible ; but my duty obliges me to inform 
the ſtate of all that comes to my knowledge, 
which had any reference to deliberations of 

{o great importance. | 
Their high mightineſſes will have the 
goodnels to recollect, that all my diſpatches 
tor a conſiderable time paſt, but eſpecially 
tince the 14th of laſt month to this that I 
am now writing incluſively, have had no 
other view than abſolutely to acquaint them 
| „ with 
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with advices that ſeemed to me proper fully 
rove the five or 11x points that follow: 


That, humanly ſpeaking, the good 
| offices employed by their high mighti- 
neſſes for the re-eſtabliſhment of the 
peace of Europe on the foot of the utz 

poſſidetis, will naturally produce this 
Glutaty effect. 


II. That in caſe the queen of Hungary 
ſhould accept ſuch an offer, and on 


the contrary the emperor and his allies 
ſhould refuſe it, the ſuccours which 
the republic ſhould, through her fide- 
lity to treaties, grant the ſaid queen 
for the defence of her hereditary coun- 
tries, would be fully juſtified even at 
this court. 


III. That the aid and aſſiſtance of the 


republic for the carrying on an offenſive 
war againſt the emperor, or againſt 
France; will be, and muſt be always 
regarded here on the foot of a war, 
unneceſſary, unjuſt, and, however it 
may end, pernicious to the republic, be- 
cauſe the amity of this crown will be 
changed into the moſt violent enmity, 
and its preſent ſentiments of high eſteem 
will be entirely overturned. | 


IV. That according to the rule, vulzera 


non infliguntur ad menſuram, ſtripes 
are not laid on by meaſure; the re- 


public, after the buſt ſtep of hoſtility 
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againſt this crown, will find herfelf 
puſhed every day, whether ſhe will or 
not, to take a greater and greater ſhare 
in a moſt ruinous War. 


V. That an offenſive war between the 


queen and the emperor, or againſt this 
crown, ſuppoſing that the republic 
ſhould contribute thereto with all its 
forces, could not however, humanly 
ſpeaking, render the ſituation of that 
princeſs better than it might be already 
by her accepting the «tz polſidetis, 
which might long ago have obtained, 
and may be yet obtained. Beſides, thatin 
ſacrificing the reſentment of her ulcera- 
ted heart to peace, and to the preſer- 
vation of the lives and fortunes of her 
ſubjects ang her allies, ſhe would ac- 
quire, by the ſureſt method in the 


world, the higheſt pitch of glory. 


VI. In fine, as nature teaches us that 


- 7.5 — 
4 


menaces beget reſentments, ſo all things 
that have that air, muſt neceſſurily at 
this court rather retard peace, than 
advance it, becauſe the temper of the 
monarch, the character of the nation, 
and the power of this crown, are all of 
them things intirely oppoſite to whatever 
teſembles forcible methods, or means 
of conſtraint, | 
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So that when their high mightineſſes 
ſhall thoroughly examine all theſe reaſons, 
with thoſe that I have alledged to ſupport 
them, and ſhall afterwards take the pains 
to compare them with the expreſſions I 
have made uſe of in ſetting them forth, and 
make them the object of their deliberations, 
I affure myſelf that they will find the im- 

rtance of the before-mentioned point, 
much exceed the warmth of the words I 
have uſed, how ſtrong ſo ever they might 
feem. © N os 

You know, Sir, that it is in a propoſition 
ſimple clear and that contains ſome important 
truth, in which conſiſts the truth of that 
which alone merits the name of ſublime ; 
and I dare affert, that inſtead of endeavour- 
ing to exagerate truth by ftudred and forced 
expreſſions, Þ rather believe that my words 
have detracted from the force of truth, how 
ſtrong and weighty ſoever they might be. 
Their high mightineſſes will alſo have the 
goodneſs to add, that I could, with the 
greateſt knowledge of the cauſe, and conſe- 
quently on the beſt foundation poſſible, 
give them lights on all the before-mention'd 
points ; lights drawn from the real mode of 
thinking at this court, and the true ſtate in 
which the affairs of this kingdom ſtand, it 
not being poſſible to queſtion that through the 
{pace of ſo long an embaſſy as I have had 
the honour to paſs in this court, experience 
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has given me a ſuperior and more perfect 
knowledge as to both theſe points. 


Jam, &c, 
Paris, April 11, 
1743- 
M. Van Hoey to M. Fagel. 


SIX, 


Had occaſion on Monday and T; ueſday 

laſt to fee M. Amelot, and the reſt of 
the miniſters of his moſt chriſtian majeſty, 
and in the converſations I had with them, 
it appears to me that this court reckons no 
longer on the friendſhip of this ſtate at all, 
nor has any further notion of its conſtant 
love of peace. They argued with me ve 
coldiy on the ſubject of the deliberations of 
the republic, and as if they were things 
the moſt indifferent in the world to this 
crown ; for ſaid they to me, every one 
ought to know what he has to do; and one 
cannot, how ardently ſoever one may deſire 
it, entertain friendſhip with thoſe who are 
born our enemies, or with ſuch as will 
lend them their ears, and ſuffer themſelves 
to be diſpoſed, if not all at once, yet by 
little and little, to become our enemies as 


much as Won. 


I Have heartily endeavoured, (as I have 
done heretofore conformable to my in- 
ſtructions, and to the laſt order of their 


high 
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high mightineſſes) to remove theſe fort of 
af from the minds of the miniſters, 

ut the converſation upon this ſubject was 
dry and laconic, For when I would have 
entered upon the chapter of the profound 
reſpect, which the republic hath for the 
friendſhip of this crown, they anſwered me 
with a ſmile, that they firmly believed and 
fincerely wiſhed, that things were ſo, but 
that I was greatly miſinformed. | 
The expreſſions which I made uſe of in 
ſeveral of my former, particularly that of 
the 14th of January laſt, at the article 
which begins with theſe words, 1 have 
often mentioned to their high mightineſſes 
the general eſteem, &c. are not certainly in 
the leaſt exaggerated, but rather too weak 
when I compare them with the grounds on 
which they were written, and theſe circum- 
ſtances I uſe only to make the thing appear 
to their high mightinefles in the fame light, 
with equal clearneſs, and exactly in the 
ſtate in which they appear to me. The 
conſequences which 1 have drawn from 
theſe univerſal ſentiments of the French for 
the republic, whether ſhe inclines to realize 
theſe ſentiments, for the preſervation of 
commerce and navigation, by continuing to 
live with them on the ſame foot of friend- 
ſhip, or if the ſhould change this amity 
into the moſt violent hatred againſt our 
nation, by deſtroying the confidence this 
court 
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court places in the republic; theſe conſe- 

ences, I ſay, are too well founded in 
5 nature of things themſelves, for us not 
to ſee them verified by the event. 

In my laſt and moſt reſpectful | ſpake 
(in the **. > which begins 6th and la/tly, 
As nature, &c.) of an apprehenſion which 
appears to me to be too well founded. So 
that I am really afraid, that the appea- 
rance of an armed. mediation on the part 
of the ſtate, would poſtpone the affair of 
the pacification, inſtcad of advancing it, 
and I more and more dread, that the event 
ſhould make it too evident how well my 
fears are grounded. 

For you mult be ſenſible, Sir, how fie 
enterprizing people are ſkilled in the art of 
diſguiſing their notions, under the appea- 
rance of greatneſs of ſoul, and thereby pre- 
vailing over human abilities, and eſpecially 
over thoſe of a king, who feels himſelf 
young and powerful, and has an high and 
haughty ſpirit, ſo as to make themſelves 
maſters of his heart, and how facile it would 
then be for ſuch ambitioos perſons to make 
all prudence and moderation paſs for ſhame- 
ful and deſpicable weakneſs. 

M. de Chauvelin has found a way to 
heighten that diſgrace, which he had rea- 
4 to expect after the death of the cardi- 
nal, by a letter that he wrote to the king 
on the 4th or 5th of this month, to deſire 
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to be called from his exile. This letter 
was accompanied with a memorial, drawn 
as if it had been written, when he was at 
Gros Bots in order to prove, that the car- 
dinal was but a weak man, and to point 
out the means of putting the affairs of the 
kingdom on a foot, which according to the 
author's notions, would beſt agree with the 
glory of the king, and the felicity of the 
people. This memoir provoked the kin 
to ſuch a degree, that he took a reſolution 
of cauſing him to be ſhut up for ever in 
one of the worſt priſons of the kingdom ; 
but all the miniſters having interceeded with 
his majeſty, though they are far from having 
any friendſhip for the perſon of this exile,they 
ſound means to ſoften the king, who is 
naturally good, and of a gentle diſpoſition, 
ſo that their interceſſion hath prevailed. 

The king applies himſelf, and with the 
beſt grace in the world, to the adminiſtra- 
tors of his affairs, and makes it evident 
upon every - occaſion, that he has a very 
quick and lively genius, ſo that it is more 
than ever believed, that if hitherto the 
pleaſures of life, have a little diverted 
him from buſineſs, it was ſolely the effect 
of that entire confidence, with which he 
honoured his prime miniſter M. the car- 
dinal; and not at all from an indolent diſpo- 
ſition, which has been very falſly reported 
to be natural to him. 
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The ſatisfaction the whole nation feels 
from this is extreme, and the miniſters 
never neglect any occaſion of letting the 
king know it, who on his fide teſtifies a 
Joy, which 1s certainly not all inferior to it ; 
ſo that it appears, the praiſes they beſtow 
upon his virtues, produce in this monarch 
thoſe happy effects, which are accuſtomed 
to ſpring in virtuous hearts and true heroes, 
that it is to ſay, in men born for virtue, 
and who the more they are acquainted 
with it, cheriſh it the more. 

All the generals and moſt experienced 
officers agree, that if the war-becomes ge- 
neral, ha they ſuppoſe will be the caſe 
as ſoon as their high mightinefles ſhall 
permit a part of their troops, to act in an 
offenſive war againſt the emperor, this 
crown will have no other part to take than 
to transfer the ſcene of war, into the A 
trian Netherlands, by the ſiege of ſome 
important place, and they likewiſe agree 
that a powerful diverſion made by this 
crown, in favour of the emperor, would be 
the only means of preventing the ruin of 
that prince, and to preſerve him from be- 
ing overwhelmed by the ſuperiority of his 
Enemies. 

This ſort of reaſoning prevails the more 
here, ſince it is a long time that they have 
been generally weary of continuing ſo ruinous 
a war in countries, at ſo great a diſtance, 
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1 ought alſo to add, that little and great, 
and in ſhort the whole nation judge, that 
France neither can, nor ought, at any rate, 
to ſuffer that the houſe of Auſtria ſhould 
ſhould aggrandize it ſelf by the acquiſition 
of the dominions of Bavaria, or that it 


ſhould ſucceed in placing the grand duke on 


_ imperial throne, by force of arms. 


Iam 
| Paris, Fi. Yours, &c. 
15. 1743- 
M. 4 an Hoey to M. Pagel. 
S 7 R, 


T appears to me abſolutely N for 
the ſervice of the republic, that I ſhould 
t two little accidents, by which we may 


te of the character of the king, and 


which ſerve to ſhew the likeneſs of the por- 
trait which I lately drew of him, for the 
ſervice of their high mightineſſes. 

The firſt was this, The king having re- 
ſolved to make the late keeper of the ſeals 
M. de Chauvelin feel the weight of his in- 
dignation, he at the ſame time cauſed it to 
be ſignified to his family, that this diſgrace 
no way reſpected them, that faults and pu- 
niſhments being intirely perſonal, they 
might reſt aſſured, that they ſhould have a 


part in his favours, as well as his other ſub- 
jects, 
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jects, provided they ſhewed themſelves 
worthy of them, by meriting well of the 
public. | 2 

The ſecond fell out thus. The dauphin 
having ſhewn a great deal of joy at the lift 
of benefices being given to his preceptor 
the antient biſhop of Mi repoix, the king 


ſaid, that he was very well fatisfied with the 
_ pleaſure teſtified by his fon, becauſe it was 


the mark of an upright heart, and that him- 
ſelf had always conſidered fuch ſentiments 
as one of the greateſt of virtues, becauſe it 
ſprings from the true love of our neigh- 
bour. 7 
The ſurprize of the public becomes every 
day greater and greater, in proportion as the 
news 1s ſpread by the gazettes, or other wiſe, 
of the diſpoſition, in which the republic 
finds itſelf, of taking part in the war, in 
order to force the emperor and his allies 
to a peace on terms agrecable to the queen 
of Hungary. 

But this ought not to appear aſtoniſhing, 
becauſe, as I have often before obſerved, 
they attributed to their high mightineſſes 


ſentiments directly oppoſite to all enmity, 


or acting in any manner againſt this crown; 
and I perceive more and more, that I gave a 
right character of this nation, when I laid it 
down, that gentleneſs and amity ſupported 
by a prudent conduct, may eafily obtain 
from them whatever appears juſt, and that a 

vain 
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vain diſplay of forcible methods ſerves to 
no other purpoſe, than to change the moſt 
favourable diſpoſition, and the moſt cordial 
amity, into the moſt violent hatred. For 
beſides that human nature generally revolts 
againſt whatever hath an air of threatning ; 
one may farther ſay, that this nation makes 
the welfare of the kingdom conſiſt in the 
glory of its king, and by a very natural kind 
of motion, this manner of thinking and of 
acting, 1s become, in time, the proper cha- 
racter of every individual. 

I had occaſion to ſee M. the prince de 
Grimbergen, miniſter plenipotentiary from 
the emperor, and as I always feel in my 
heart a warm ſenſe of that truth which 1 
have ſo often mentioned to the republic, 
that is to ſay, that the powers at war might 
very eafily Arike greater ſtrokes than they do, 
if any of them apprehended, that thereby 
they ſhould make their conditions better ; 
therefore, as a true friend to each party in 
particular, and to mankind in general, I 

ſe no opportunity of inculcating that inva- 
riable truth, vig. that peace is of all other 
the greateſt bleſſing to all ſtates, and war 
the moſt deſtructive of all evils. 

You know, Sir, that when we have ſtrong 
paſſions to combat, experience ſhews us the 
truth of this reflection, obſequium amicos, 
veritas odium, i. e. complaiſance begets friends, 
and truth hate. But I don't loſe my courage 

for 
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for all that; for having nothing more in view 
than the good of others, the more the con- 
ſequences of the war are felt, the more m 
ſincerity and the truth of my reflections will 
be diſcovered, and draw more and more the 
eſteem and friendſhip of every one towards 
their author. | : 
The prince of Grimbergen appear'd to me, 
in this converſation, much warmer than 
heretofore, and I ſhould be in the wrong 
to diſſemble, that the more I reflect on the 
fermentation of this nation, on the character 
of the king, andon the flattery that ſurrounds 
the throne, here as well as elſewhere, the 
more I apprehend that the queen of Hungary 
will never find her ſelf ſo much at liberty as 
ſhe is at preſent, to accept or to refuſe pro- 
poſitions wherein due reſpect 1s had to her 
arch-ducal houſe, only to avoid offending a 
third power, to which I ſhould add many 
other reflections, if I was not hindered by 
the reſolution of their high mightineſſes of 
the 15th and 22d of January; and I muſt 
confeſs, that the fear of diſpleaſing them on 
one fide, and on the other my zcal for the diſ- 
charge of my duty, in communicating to 
to them the reports and lights, which in this 
great criſis of affairs ſcem to me to be of the 
laſt importance, have thrown me into the 
greateſt embaraſſment. I am 


Paris, Feb. Yours, &c. 
13, 1743- 


M. 
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M. Yan Hoey, Embaſſador from 
their High Mightineſſes, to M. 
Pagel their Secretary, 


S TR, 
N Wedneſday laſt, I bad the honour of 
ſeeing the cardinal at Marli, who in 
the courſe of converſation informed me, that 
the marquis de Fenelon had ſent his court ano- 
ther reſolution of their high mightineſſes, ta- 
ken in concert with his Britannic majeſty, on 
the ſubject of the inſtances made by the 
ueen of Bobemia, for obtaining ſuccours, He 
told me, that he look'd upon this laſt reſo- 
lution to be very conformable to that of which 
T had given him an account a few days be- 
fore ; and that, according to his intelligence, 
he did not doubt but their high mightineſ- 
ſes would very ſpeedily take a third reſolu- 
tion on the ſame ſubject. I anſwered, that 
the reſolutionwhich the marquis de Fenelon 
had ſent, was that of which I had informed 
his eminency before ; and that according to 
what I had heard ſince, the reaſon why it 
followed ſo quick on the communication I 
had made in confidence of the ſubject of 
the frequent conferences held with Mr, Tre- 
dor, was in all appearance becauſe the deli- 
beration of their high mightineſſes had been 
puſhed to a concluſion ſooner than 
ave 
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ave been foreſeen ; and that as to the reſt; 
had no notice whatſoever of a third reſo- 
lution concerning that matter. 


— 14 
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ter this I endeavoured to diſcover what 
was to be expected from the pacific temper 
of this cotirt for extinguiſhing the fire of 
war which had blazed out ſo violent in Si- 
15 But his eminency did not give me a 
| irect anſwer; he only repeated his former 
complaint on the motions made by England 
for raiſing up enemies againſt the crown of 
France; and forming a powerful league a; 
gainſt her; which obliged Frunct to think 
only of her proper defence and ſecurity, and 
conſequently hindered her from meddling 
with the affairs of others: There want not 
ſome perſons here; who endeayour to make 
the court apprehend that the Engli/b have 
throughly ſucceeded in their deſign of in- 
Ipicing ſeveral powers, firſt; with jealouſy, 
and by degrees with hatred and averſion to- 
wards hor ; and that the true deſign of 
England is to draw over to her the king of 
Prufſiz at any rate whatever. Whence they 
deduce this concluſion, that it is the intereſt 
of Frante to manage that prince, and not to 
20 an end immediately to foreign troubles, 
ecauſe while this evil diſpoſition with re- 
ard to France continues fo general; there is 
nothing can ſo effectually ſecure her repoſe, 
as diviſions ſubſiſting between other powers. 


R They 
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They are extremely embarraſſed here on 
the account of the Spaniſh America, becauſe 
they now ſee clearly that France and Spain 
united, cannot long ſupport themſelves a- 
gainſt the ſuperior forces of England; and 
becauſe it is certain, that looking, as they 
do, on the conqueſt of America by England 
as an ineſtimable loſs to France, there is 
nothing they will not attempt in order to 
hinder ſo great a miſchief. 7 
In fine, I am ſtil more and more of 
opinion, that the ſafety of Europe depends 
ſolely on England's taking fome real ſtep for 
re-eſtabliſhing its friendſhip with France; 
and I am likewiſe ſtrongly perſuaded, that 
the conſequences of that ſtep would be al- 
together as happy as I have had the honour 
to predict more than once. But there is no 


time to be loſt, becauſe while oppoſite mea- 


ſures are taken on both ſides, it is impoſſi- 
ble that things ſhould remain in the ſame 
ſituation, and that a rupture ſhould not en- 
ſue. | 3 8 

J ſpoke alſo to the cardinal of the reſolu- 
tion of the 12th of April, of the ſubject of 


the difference of Denmark, and he anſwer'd 


me, that not only on this occaſion, but alſo 
in all others that ſhould offer themſelves, 
His court would fhew how truly it has the 
tranquillity of the republic at heart. | 
The marquis d' Antix-is gone off by a' na- 
tural death; ſo that the report ſpread of his 
being 
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being mortally wounded in a dycl, appears 
to be allggetier void of foundation. 


Jam, &c, 
. Paris, May . 
how | © path 


Inflrudtions 10 Bir High Migh- 
tineſſes, ſent to M. Van Hoey, 
their Ambaſſador at Paris, 


STR, 


8 we happen to have a copy of a ſe - 
cret reſolution taken by the ſtates- 
general on the Ko get of neutrality that 
the cardinal and Mr Amelot haye made to 
M, Van Hoey ambaſſador of their high migh- 
tineſſes, and on the diſcourſes thoſe twa 
miniſters have had with him in regard to 
the n in Ee Holland is ſaid to 
be of entering into a war againſt France, 
the contents are here given word for word. 
It is remarkable that the word neutrality is 
not declined, but on the contrary it will be 
found to be tacitly rejected throughout, 
where they ſpeak of the obſervations of their 
engagements in general, and in particular 
of their defenſive alliances; and above all, 
by the proteſtation with which they con 
clude, faying, that their high mightineſſes 
are reſolved to contribute to the maintain- 
ing their alliance, peace, and friendſhip 
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with France, as far as the thing ſhall be 
racticable. The refolution js of the 19th 


inſtant, and here follows what their high 
mightineſſes have ordered M. Jan Hoey their 


* 


ambaſſador to give for anſwer. 
That their high mightineſſes haye learns 


ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ed with extreme ſurprize, by bis letter 
af the 2gth of Noveniber, that they ſeem 


to be perſuaded in Franre, that their high 
mightineſſes are diſpoſed to enter into a 
general war againſt that crown : that they 
are extremely well ſatisfied with the efforts 
he hath made to deſtroy an opinion at 
once fo univerſal and ſo ill- founded: that 
they charge him to continue his cares to 


this effect, directing him not to fail of al- 
ſuring, that their high mightineſſes are 


infinitely far from having any ſuch diſpo- 
ſitions; and that they cannot conceive 
what could have occaſioned ſuch a ſuſpi- 
cion, being well aſſured that their con- 
duct could not have given any ſubject to 
it: that they think ſt is notorious to all 
the world, that they deſire nothing more 
than the continuance of tranquillity and 
peace, and that they are ſo far from de- 
firing in any degree to break it, that they 
wiſh with all their hearts, not only to be 


able to preſerye. it, But alſo to re-eſtabliſh 
it where-ever it is troubled, © 
That content with their eſtabliſhment, 


and "deſiring no fort of agrändiſement, 
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t they conceive their 1 intereſt to conſiſt 
in the preſervation of the peace and repoſe 


ee which they enjoy, and in the quiet poſ- 
« ſeffion of their eſtates and countries. 
bat to this end they haye always niade 
te it their great care, to obſerye moſt religi- 
* ouſly the treaties and engagements they 
« haye contracted with his moſt chriſtian 
„ majeſty, and, continuing {till in the ſam 
te ſentiments, they cannot but commend 
* the like diſpoſitions which they haye found 
Vin France, diſpoſitions which they hope 
te they ſhall equally find far the future. 
That ſeeking withqut intermiſſion reli- 
te giouſly to fulfil their engagements, and 
* not having contracted any which have a 
* tendency to offend any power whatſoever 
but having only made defenfiye alliances, 
5 oy preſume generally, that the powers 
f with which they have gontracted them 
te are in the like diſpoſition, and in particu- 
* lar they rely, as this have hitherto always 
te done on the treaties they jointly made with 
tt Great Britain and France in the year 
e 1717, and the expect and count as on a 
de thing certain, that as on their fide they 
© will exactly abide by the terms of thoſe 
e defenſive alliances, fo, in cafe any thin 
{© ſhould happen whereby they ſhould be o- 
{© 'bliged to claim under that treaty, they 
{ ſhould obtain | on the part of France the 
dee Bog ©" entire 
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entire and neceſſary execution for ow 
defence and ſecurity. 
« 'That as the rectitude of their ſentiments 


is far from the diſpoſitions that have falſe- 


ly been attributed to them, ſo they can 
th nothing in any, ſteps by them taken 
which could furniſh matter. far calling 1 in 
queſtion the fincerity of their i intentions . | 
«That it is true that ſometime ſincę they 
augmented their troops, but that neither 
theſe augmentations, nor any that they 


may hereafter think fit to make, ought 
to giye any body the leaſt umbrage, and 


much leſs to France, as having ſolely for 


their object their own ſecuri 


That tho” the actual troubles which 
ſubſiſt do not directly regard the republic, 
however, as the war is Kindled in ſeveral 
places, and that even their frontiers are 
inyeſted by great numbers of troops of. 
rent powers, it ought not to ſeem 
ſtrange, that for this reaſon their high 


mightineſſes Gouls think themſelves o- 
bliged to have the greater care of the. 


repoſe of their ſubjects, and to watch with 
greater exactneſs over the ſecurity' of their 
country, than they are wont to do in times 
of tranquillity and peace. 

That beſides, they have neither inter- 


e fered, nor have they any intention ſo to 


© do in things which they are not obliged 


to meddle with by their engagements. 
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40 For tho” the election of a king of the Ro- 
r mans, or, of an emperor, is not an affair 


which the ſtates can look upon with in- 
difference on account of their neighbour- 
hood, and from other motives ; however 
they do not meddle therein, either direct- 
ly or indire&ly, nor have they any inten- 
tion of meddling with it: but will leave 


the empire to do therem as, they think fit, 


as in a thing which belongs properl 


to 
them; hoping that the election will fall 
upon a ptince whoſe government will not 
only be the greateſt bleſſing to the empire, 


but who will be likewiſe inclined to main- 


tain and cultivate peace, friendſhip, and 


good neighBourhood with the countries 


on his frontiers, and in particular with 


their high mightineſſes. 

6“ That it is very true, that the aſſembling 
great bodies of troops near their frontiers, 
has given a great deal of inquietude to 
their high mightineſſes; but that they 
have entirely confided in the agreeable 
aſſurances given them by the marquis de 
Fenelon, ambaſſador of France, who de- 
clared to them, that the march of thoſe 
troops was not intended againſt the domi- 
nions or countries belonging to the repub- 
lic, nor even againſt their neighbours, 
comprehending principally under that ex- 
preſſion the inhabitants of the Auſtrian 


« Netherlands, with whom they have 16 
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& ſtrict a union. So that in this confidenca 
© they perſiſted, in the belief of theſe affur- 
de ances 15 4 in effect realized by his moſt 
e chriſtian majeſty, and ſtill ſubſiſting in 
ze their full 9 | 
« That the ambaſſador Van Hoey ought 

© farther to give general aſſurances, that the 
* wiſhes and ſincere intentions of their high 
" mi e are, that the peace, amity, 

alliance between his majeſty and them 
d may laſt long and for ever. That on 
*' their ſide they are reſolyed to contribute 
* thereto as the thing ſhall . be practicable, 
* and they hope the like from his moſt chri- 
te ſtian majeſty, that he will continue to 
* have the ſame affection for the republic, 
* and that he will not ſuſpect any more 
* things abſolutely contrary to their inten- 
* tions, their conduct having never been 


« ſuch as ought in any degree to render 
*© them ſuſpected”, | 


This Inſtruction was dated, 
December 30, 1741. 


Anſwer 
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Anſwer of Cardinal de Fleury, to 
a Letter of M. Yan Hoey's, the 
one and the other relating to the 
Reſolution of the States-General, 
of the 19th of December 1741. 


Return, Sir, a thouſand moſt humble 

thanks to your excellency for the ho- 
aour you have done me, in communicating 
to me the deliberation of the ſtates-general, 
of the 19th of laſt month. I have too 
much confidence in their high mightinefles, 
to doubt the aſſurances they give, that 
the augmentation of their troops does not 
regard France in any degree, and that the 
republic always intends to maintain a ſtrict 
and conſtant union with the King. Your 
excellency can better than any other teſtify 
my ſentiments, which will never change, 
becauſe I believe them founded on the com- 
mon intereſt and on juſtice, It does not 
become me to decide whether the third aug- 


mentation was fit or not, and if it was ne- 


ceſſary for the ſecurity of the republick. 
I ſhall only ſay, without fear of being con- 
tradicted, that we wiſh the tranquillity of 
the republic, at leaſt, as well as the beſt of 
their own citizens, and I will add with al- 


moſt the ſame aſſurance a certain neigh- 
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bouring prince, of whoſe enterprizes they 
ſeem to be moſt afraid, has not any view 
or deſign of diſquieting the republic: after 
this ſhe is the miſtreſs to judge what is 
fitteſt for her. But as I intereſt myſelf in 
all things, that may advantage her, I muſt 
fay, that I don't know whether ſo great a 
augmentation, may not render her inten- 
tions leſs favourably thought of, or that 
they will not engage other powers to aug- 
ment their troops. It does not belong to 
me to carry my conjectures farther, but I 
heartily wiſh and with great ſincerity, that 
the alarm which with ſo much pains hath 
been ſpread not only amongſt the gover- 
nors of the republic, but alſo through the 
people, may not have more troubleſome 
conſequences that can be apprehended, I 
beſeech your excellency to be perſwaded of 
all the ſentiments of confidence and cordi- 
diality, with which I profeſs myſelf to 
honour you. 


Ferſeille Jan. The Cardinal DE FLEURY. 
18, 1742. 


Anſwer of the Cardinal de Fleury, 
to M. Yan Hoey. 


Give you, Sir, a thouſand thanks for 
communicating to me the diſpoſitions 

in which your exccllency believes the re- 
public 
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public to be at preſent ; and it ſhall not cer- 
tainly be any fault of mine, that they do 
not become better even than you repreſent 
them. 
1 Jam going to anſwer ſome points which 
ſeem to give you pain, and which it will 
not be difficult for me to do. 


I. The king of England ſeems to have an 
intention of preſerving the neutrality j 
ſtipulated laſt year for his Hanoverian * 
dominions, and we ſhall conſent to it i 


without pain, if his Br:tannick maje- . 
ſty will engage himſelf to take certain F 

neceſſary precautions in caſe England 1 
ſhould come to declare againſt us. The = 
anſwer cannot wait long ; and in caſe AN 


2 we ſucceed, I make no doubt that the a 
king will conſent to withdraw his | 


troops out of the neighbourhood of the l 

republic. It will not be even impoſſi- $4 
ble that we ſhall. ſpeedily begin with p 
the withdrawing ſome batallions ; and 4 
| in the mean time I can, in the name | 
)/ of the king my maſter, give you the 1 


moſt ſolemn aſſurances in order to 
1 calm all the ſuſpicions that the ſtates 
may have conceived. The public news 
ſpeaks of the augmentation of the Ha- 
noverian troops. I am not aſſured of 
this, but it will be eaſy for that prince 

* to remove this ſubject of inquietude. 
| S 2 II. 
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II. It is abſolutely falſe that the king in- 
tends to ſtrengthen his army on the 
Lower Rhine; and there neither is nor 
will be any queſtion of ſending there 
ſo much as a batallion more. 

III. If the ſeven provinces unite in the 
negotiation of a neutrality with us, the 
marquis de Feneln ought already to 
have declared to the ſtates that the 
king will yield to it with pleaſure, and 
will give, without exception, au tic 
ſecurity that they can demand. 

IV. Your excellency knows better than 
any body, that 1 never looked upon 
the augmentation of the troops of the [ 
republic, as a thing which we had any 
right to oppoſe ; and if I have ſome- 
times teſtified to you that it gave us 
ſome pain, it was only as to the conſe- 
quences we apprehended ſome warm 
members might draw from it, to the 
prejudice of the republic. Your ex- 
cellency has long known my ſentiments 
on this article, and they ſtill remain | 
the ſame as they were, \ 


It js true, that I do not deſire to ſee any 
perſon in my retreat, that I may labour 
there the more quietly ; but your exccl- 
lency will be always maſter of my time, 
when ever you will do me the honour to 

| come. 
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come. You know how long, and to how 
great a degree I profeſs, &c, 


| The Cardinal DE FLEURY, 
15, Febr. 21, 
1742. 


Letter from Cardinal de F leury 0 
the Ambaſſador Van Hoey. 


SIX, 


Learn with great concern, by the letter 

with which your excellency honoured 
me yeſterday, that you have a very great 
cold ; I hope, Sir, that it will not be at- 
tended with any ill conſequences. 

I give you a thouſand thanks for the de- 
liberation of the ſtates-general, though I had 
already received it from the marquis de Fe- 
nelon. I acknowledge, with great ſatisfac- 
tion, the continuation of the ſentiments of 
the republic, and her conſtant reſolution to 
maintain the ancient and ſtrict amity be- 
tween France and her. I can aſſure your 
excellency that the king is no leſs diſpoſed 
to preſerve it; and moſt certainly his ma- 
jeſty will never do it the ſlighteſt injury. 
You know, Sir, that he has offered to take 
mutually the ſtrongeſt ſecurity for prevent- 
ing this harmony from being ever troubled ; 
and your excellency may be ſatisfied, that 
our army on the Lower Rhine was never de- 


ſtined 
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ſtined directly nor indirectly to give um- 
brage or inquietude to your frontiers. The 
ſeaſon will not permit them at preſent to 
quit their quarters; but as ſoon as we are 
ſatisfied that mutual tranquillity will be 
preſerved in that neighbourhood, the king 
will not heſitate an inſtant in giving your 
maſters all the ſatisfaction they can deſire. 
It were to be wiſhed that confidence was ſo 
well eſtabliſhed, that there might be no 
| need to take precautions on any fide: and 
his majeſty has ſo formally and ſo preciſely 
explained himſelf on all the ſecurities that 
can poſſibly be demanded for the countries 
in the neighbourhood of the republic, that 
this aſſurance is as ſolemn as if the king had 

bound himſelf thereto by a formal treaty. 
Your excellency is more in a condition to 
render teſtimony, as to the ſincerity of my 
ſentiments, than any other perſon ; and I 
will endeavour never to belye the good opi- 
nion you are pleaſed to have of me. This 
J ſhall at leaſt merit by the ſincerity and 
particular conſideration with which I honour | 
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your excellency. | | 1 
The Cardinal DE FLEURY. 3 
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M. Yan Hoey to M. Pagel. 


SIX, 


N the converſation I had on Monday and 
1 Tueſday laſt at Verſailles, and at I with 
the cardinal and other miniſters of the ſtate, 
I found that the diſpoſition of this court 
with regard to the preſent ſtate of affairs, is 
the ſame which I have ſo often written to 
their high mightineſſes; and as they have 
always the fame confidence in the wiſdom, 
and firm atatchment of the republic, to main- 
tain their amity with this crown, and the ſame 
defire for eſtabliſhing the public repoſe, wiſh- 
ing at the ſame time that Europe in general, 
and France in particular, may receive fo 
great a bleſſing from the hands of the ſtate. 

It appears to me, that they wiſh here to 
be able to underſtand, from the cloſe of the 
memorial of the baron de Reiſbach, which I 
mentioned in my letter of the 28th of Sep. 
tember laſt, upon what conditions the court 
of Vienna inclines to make peace, and why 
ſhe rather chuſes to expoſe her dominions 
and her ſubjects to the greateſt dangers, than 
to liſten to ſuch propoſitions, For it natu- 


rally appears to the court of France, that 


their high mightineſſes ſhould be perfectly 
informed as to the motives which engage the 
court of Vienna to continue the war, vis, 

that 
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that in caſe the juſt defence of the hereditary 
dominions of the houſe Auſtria ſhould appear 
to be now no more the true cauſe, the ſtate may 
no longer continue to ſupport the queen of 
Hungary, conformable to treaties, and be al- 
ways obliged to furniſh her contingent, and 
the court of France, expects that in caſe this 
defenſive war, as it is called, ſhould become 
offenſive, on the part of the houſe of Auſtria, 
it ſhould be no longer ſubſiſted by the ſtate, 
at the expence of her ſubje&s, becauſe it is 
certainly contrary to the intereſt of the re- 
ublic to nouriſh and maintain ſuch a war ; 
and to go ſtill farther, it no way agrees 
with the well known wiſdom of their high 
mightineſſes, which ought to make them 
always with and defire a general peace. The 
miniſters added that the duration of this war 
was not an affair indifferent to the republic, 
and that, tho' hitherto ſhe had enjoyed by 
the grace of God, the ineſtimable bleſſing 
of peace, however ſhe had not eſcaped feel- 
ing a very large expence, thro' the con- 
ſiderable augmentation of troops which this 
war made her reſolve upon; ſo that her 
particular intereſt, as well as that which it 
becomes her to take in the proſperity and 
ſupport of the common cauſe of Europe, 
which, without doubt, is that of peace, 
will appear to the republic two motives e- 
qually ſtrong and preſſing, to engage her 
endeavours to ſtop the rage andravages of 
| | war 
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war. Beſides that, the gratitude, friend- 


ſhip, and high eſteem which fo many na- 
tions already have for the republic, there 
would ſtill neceflarily reſult two happy con- 
fequences for her, the ſecurity of maintain- 


ing the precious bleſſing of peace, and the be- 


ing able to eaſe the burthens of her ſubjects. 


They concern themſelves here at preſent 


leſs than ever, as it appears to me, with re- 


ſpect to the menaces of the courts of England 


and Vienna, and that of France is lets ſen- 


üble of the hatred, the ambition, and the 
contempt with which ſhe thinks ſhe has 


been treated by thoſe two courts, in a man- 
ner as whimſical as it is extraordinary. I 
hold myſelf farther obliged to report to their 
high mightineſſes, that they lay great ſtreſs, 
build much, and preſs me ſtrongly on the 
reaſons contained in my moft ſubmiſſive 
diſpatch of the 18th of December. 
Upon the ſame occaſion, the converſation 
happened to turn on the declaration of the 
empreſs of Ruf/ia, by which ſhe has named 
the duke of Holſtein her ſucceſſor, and upon 
this occaſion, I could very clearly remark, 
that they could have wiſhed here, that the 
choice the ſtates of Sweeden had made of the 
perſon of the duke for ſucceſſor to the crown 
of that kingdom, had taken place, becauſe 
it is now faid, that the Engliſb will do their 
utmoſt to procure the election of princ2 
Frederick of Heſe-Caſſel, ſon in law to 
a | T - 


his | 
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his Britannic majeſty, the ſucceſs of which 
electi on would be very far from being agreea- 
ble to the court of France, and would not 
be al together indifferent to the other pow- 
ers of Europe; as yet I do not perceive, that 
they give themſelves here much pain about 
the exorbitant power, that muſt be produc'd 
by the union of the puiſſant empire of Rſia 
with the kingdom of Sweeden, in the perſon 
of the duke of Holſtein, becau ſe it is clearly 
conceived, that ſuch a union is abſolutely 


impoſſible, from the nature of the thing; 


and that for the reaſons that follow, 

I. Becauſe that, in all ages, theſe two 

monarchies have been acccuſtomed to 
be governed by their proper kings, re- 
ſiding in the heart of their dominions, 

ſo that neither of them will ever bear 
to ſce itſelf reduced to be governed by 
a viceroy. 

II. Nor is this project leſs affected by the 
antient hate and jealouſy that has ever 
reigned between theſe two nations. 

III. And laſtly, in caſe a union of this 

kind could be effected, it would en- 
dure but for a very Mort ſpace of time, 

and would beſides tend to the ruin of 
both kingdoms, becauſe of its being 
forced, and contrary to nature, which 
would make it an abſolute and perpe- 
tual cauſe of diſcord, and productive 
thereby of inteſtine war, 
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Several miniſters of this court, ſpeaking 


to me on this ſubject, have alledged, that 
the ſame reaſons demonſtrate that this union 
of theſe two crowns is a chimera, and as 


little to be feared by one natian as by the 


other, and may therefore ſerve to demon- 


ſtrate, in the very 1 terms, the ridi- 
enſions with reſpect 


culouſnefs of like appre 
to the crowns of France and Spain: which 


vain fears, however, not long ago cauſed an 


expenſive. bloody, and laſting war, which 


was withal uſeleſs, and to no manner of pur- 


oſe. 
I had the ſatisfaction to find the cardinal 
much better than I have thought him for 
a long time, 


Paris, Tan. . 5 
4. 1743. len ns * 
M. Van Hoey to M. Fagel. 

SIR. 


HE enrollments that are made here 
for the militia in this city cauſe great 
uneaſineſs among the common people, be- 


cauſe it is done in an unuſual manner, and 


erery one is afraid on his own account; be- 
ſides, they begin to doubt whether the num- 
ber of 1800 men, which I in formed you was 
the contingent of this city, will ſuffice, be- 


cauſe it is believed, that beſides the 30,000. 
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men of the militia, there muſt he ſtill a 
much greater number to reinforce the French 
army in Bavaria, and that which is on its 
march from Prague.  ,  .., 1. © 

In making a reviſion of the ſtate of the 
troops that I communicated, to your high 
mightinefſes in my. laſt moſt ſubmiſſive 


letter, I find that of the infantry pretty ex- 
act, if we include in the 120,000. men, of 


which 1 made the infantry 2400 difinounted 
dragoons. But the number of the horſe 
was not quite fo right, for before the war 
they were 23,384, inſtead of 20,000, as I 
befote computed them: this miſtake hap- 
ned by my forgetting the cavalry of the 
Line's houſehold, and the gend armetre. 

I went on Monday laſt to Verſailles, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom, that of late I 
have taken up, finding myſelf cramped for 
time on a Tueſday in going, returning, and 
tranſacting affairs. 1 had there a private 
converſation with ſome lords, and one a- 


mongſt the reſt addreſſed himſelf to me in 


theſe words: What? is it poſſible that the 
ſtates, at the expence of the lives and for- 
* tunes of their ſubjects, would gratify the 
** vengeance and thirſt of power with which 
another potentate 'hurns?” I anſwered, 
that I knew nothing at all as yet of the de- 
liberations of the, ſtate, but that it appeared 
to me that France had given it ſubject ſuf- 
twicnt, Upon this, that lord ſaid to me 


very 
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very obligingly, Mr. ambaſſador, he who con- 
templates himſelf” in another, ſees himſelf a- 
grecably : afterwards he painted out to me 
the impoſſibility there is, humanly ſpeaking, 
for the queen of Hungary to make any con- 
| queſt on the emperor, or to take from him 
| his crown; and on the other fide, the like 
| impoſſibility for the emperor to effect any I 
thing againſt that princeſs ; the whole to the 1 
very ſame purpoſe that 1 have fo often writ- if 
| ten to the ſtate. - After all this he added, it 
I am not at all furprized that the empe- { 
& ror and the queen of Hungary remain '} 
te firm, from a notion that their hopes may 1 
<< be gratified fooner or later, how impoſ- 
*© fible ſoever the thing may be: for both 
<«« {ufter themſelves to be carried away by 
< their favourite paſſion, and as yer, rea- 
* {on however powerful, has ever been kept 
under. But that which ſurptizes me is, 
that there are powers to be found who. 
* will facrihce their own proper fecurity, 
| ** their repoſe, and their well-being, to ſup- 
| © port thele vain enterprizes, withoat being 
> © able to draw any real benefit from them, 
<« even if ſhe ſhould ſucceed in forcing ei- 
b te ther the court of Vieunà or that of Franc- 
fort to receive law from them.“ My an- 
{wer was, That for my part this did not 
<* ſurprize me at all in reſpect to the allics 
of the queen of Hungary, becauſe the 
: © houſe of Atria had always endeavoured 
; . «cc to 
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* to maintain the equilibrium of Europe a- 
* gainſt the efforts of France. Upon this 
that lord replied, © My God! is it poſſible 
«© that people ſhould abuſe terms at that 
© rate? for I declare bona fide, that the ſup- 
<« port of that equilibrium was the formal 

© reaſon engaged France to ſupport the em- 


<* peror in his pretenſions on the ſucceilion 
* of Charles VI. becauſe we believe here, 


that this equilibrium would be entirely 


« deſtroyed ; above all with reſpect to the 
ec liberty and independency of the: German 


* empire, if the Imperial crown had been 


* rendered hereditary. in the female-line of 


the houſe of Auſtria, which will always 
continue to aggrandize itſelf by marriage, 
«« or otherwiſe, and add thereby new terri- 
< tories to their already ſo far extended do- 
* minions.” In fine, we ſpeculated on 
ſound policy in oppoſition to panic. terrors, 


and thoſe falſe precautions which are ſo often 


honoured, tho very wal a propos, with the 
ſpecious name of prudence: upon this head 


he told me, he had always regarded the fol- 


lowing definition, as the moſt proper to cha- 


racterize a man juſtly intitled to the'name of 
a true politician. © He is, /@:4. he, one who 
* 18a man of probity, verſed in biſtory and 
« law; but above all in the law'of nations, 
* underſtanding perfectly well the preſent 
« ſtate of affairs at home as well as abroad; 
and above all, acquainted, with the hu- 
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mour of different nations, and their man- 
ner of thinking.” He added, © that he 
had always found the happy ſucceſs with 
which ſuch a knowledge was followed, 
and which characterized ſuch a politician 
who was, 

I. To look only for himſelf in himſelf, and 
from thence to have leſs attention to 
what others do, or might do, than to 
what we are obliged to do ourſelves, in 
order to ſecure our own happineſs. 


II. To conſider peace as the greateſt bleſ- 


ling for all countries and tor all ſtates, 
and war, on the contrary, as the orcateſt 
of all evils. 

III. Never to eſteem any thing uſeful or 
profitable, that is not at the ſame time 
juſt and honeſt. 

IV. And laſtly, never to deſire to be 
happy, but on condition to render others 
happy ; and above all, never to be- 
_ ſo at the expence of a third per- 

on 

The ſame perſon concluded his diſcourſe, 


by ſaying, that this policy was dictated to us 
by the HoLy GrosT himſelf, in the 14th 
chapter, 34th verſe of the Proverbs, as be- 
ing that 7:ghteouſneſs which exalteth a na- 
tion, and that ſuch a politician as he hath 
deſcribed, ſeem'd perfectly ſecure from all 
ſpecious ſeductions, all imaginary perils, and 
need to have nothin; g to fear from falſe devotees 


and 
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and hypocrites, But he acknowledged how- 
ever, that a perfect uniformity with one's 
felf, -and a conſtant equality, is really above 
the reach of man, But ſince every hour of 
impe: fection and weakneſs of our judgment, 
as alſo. the imminent danger to which we 
are every moment expoſed, we ought there- 
fore to arm and fortify our ſelves againſt all 
obſtacles, tothe end we may not be turned 
out of the right road, or drawn away by our 
paſſions, which almoſt always gets the better 


of our reaſon. 


Theſe reflections appear d to me ſo judicious 
and ſo important, eſpecially .in the preſent 
conjuncture, that I believed it to be my duty 
to report them to the ſtate. _ 

In the converſation which J had the ſame 
day with M. Amelot and the other mini- 
ſters of this court, it ſeemed to me that their 
hope was revived and augmented here, of 
being able to preſerve peace between the re- 
public and France. It appeared however, 
that they ſpoke to me with leſs openneſs and 
frankneis than formerly, either on account 
of the preſent and uncertain ſtate of affairs, 
or that they were very careful of dropping 
any thing that might be ill interpreted by the 
republic; or in fine, that they might not 
run any riſk of making me diſpleaſe their 
high mightineſſes by my reports. ; 
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I perceived however clearly, that they 
have ſtill a great regard for the friendſi ip of 
the republic, as hitherto indeed they Have 
always had, and that the deſire of this court 
for the re- eſtabliſhment of the public tran- 
quility of Europe, is not leſs ſincere than they 
have proved it to have been for upwards of 
eight months, as well by their actions as by 
the confeſſion of the queen of Hungary herſelf. 

So that from all this it appears, that the 
change in the pacific diſpoſitions in this court, 
of which I was afraid, for the reaſons al- 
ledged in my moſt ſubmiſſive letter of the 
18th inſtant, at the period beginning, he 
before mentioned prince de Grimbergen is 
hitherto groundleſs, as are thoſe, of which I 
informed the ſtate, in my moſt humble diſ- 
patch of the 11t inſtant, at the period which 
begins, In that converſation it moreouer ap- 
peared to me. Beſides, I am perſuaded more and 
more of the truth of that ſingle reaſon why 
France does not make propoſitions herſelf 
for the eſtabliſhing the peace between the 
emperor and the queen of Hungary, on the 
foot of the uti poſſidetis; which reaton is 
deduced in mine of the 3 11t of December laſt, 
at the period which begins, 1. That this court 
has given it clearly enough to be underſtood. 

One of the miniſters of this court ſpoke 
to me of the equilibrium of Europe, in terms 
much the ſame with thoſe I have before re- 
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ported, adding thereto, that in his opinion, 
it was a ſtrong proof of the miſery of hu- 
man nature, that from the commencment of 
this century we had begun again to abuſe the 
name of a thing which ought never to be 
mentioned, but with a view to ſecure the 
general tranquility of Europe, whereas it has 
never been taken in people's mouths, but to 
excite or to continue the molt terrible war, 
to the deſolating ſo many countries and 
ſtates, and to the mutual deſtruction of the 
forces of the powers at war, as for ſeveral 
ages before, the ſacred name of religion had 
ſerved the ſame ends, though really, and in 
effect, it dictates nothing but charity and 
friendſhip, from whence ought to proceed 
peace itſelf, 

It is faid, that the troops of the king's 
houſhold have orders to hold themſelves in 
readineſs to march by the 15th of next 
month, and there is no body any longer 
doubts, that the Auſtrian Low Countries will 
become the ſtage of a diſmal tragedy, if the 
war ſhould grow general. 

The regency of the country of Valais have 
refuſed the infant don Philip a paſſage 
through their territories into Taly. This re- 
fuſal was carried only by two voices, and 
the Sw!/s their confederates have aſſembled 
a body of 8000 men to ſupport that govern- 
ment, and ta bar the paſſage of the infant 
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through their mountains, which they ima- 
gine he will attempt by force. 

The embaſſador of Spain has received ad- 

vice, that general de Gages had paſſed the 
Panaro the 22d of this month ; however as 
yet I know nothing of the circumſtances be- 
cauſe I have not been able to get to the ſpeech 
of the ambaſſador. For I find his friend- 
{hip toward me is very much chilled appa- 
rently, becauſe my pacific diſpoſition is quite 
oppoſite to that of his court. 
It is reported that the count de Saxe is 
is charged with ſome important commitiion 
on the part of M. Brog/zo. It is to demon- 
ſtrate by word of mouth to the King, the 
neceſſity of recalling his troops out of Ba- 
varia, a thing that marſhal has long laboured 
in writing, but to no purpoſe. It is certain 
the count hath already had two audiences of 
his majeſty. 

The king givs himfelf up more and more 
to buſineſs, inſomuch that he now confers 
every day many hours with his miniſters and 
generals, by which his majeſty gains more 
and more the hearts of his people, as well 
as by his gracious behaviour. 

His majeſty yeſterday declared a nume- 
rous promotion of general officers, viz. 14 
lieutenants general, and 72 brigadiers. 


. Marthal Belliſie, who it is ſuppoſed is 


already arrived at Metz, will there re- 


U-2 ceive, 
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ceive, by a courier, the king's order, to defer 
his journey to Paris. Tam 


Paris, Feb. . Yours, &c. 
22, 1743. 


M. Fan Hoey to M. Fagel. 


SIR. 


HE miniſter of Geneva to this court 

had delivered me the letter annexed, 
which, the regency of that city, wrote me, 
in order to teſtify their gratitude, for the 
good offices I endeavoured to do them in the 
preſent circumſtances of things, by their high 
mightineſſes orders. 

I have written an anſwer to that letter, in 
terms convenient and conformable to the 
intereſt the ſtate takes, in whatever relates 
to that republic. 

The report prevails afreſh, and is even 
ſtronger than ever, that a negotiation is be- 
gun between the courts of Madrid and Turin, 
but I ſee however no greater reaſon to be- 
lieve it at preſent than I did heretofore. 
The reaſons which then rendered it proba- 
ble are the ſame that I communicated to the 
ſtates, in my letter of the 14th and 17th of 
January laſt, at the period which begins 
Jam informed that there is no room to doubt 
that the court of Turin, &c. which _ 
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of aggravation, for the court of Turin ſubſiſt 
{till, at leaſt as it is generally ſaid, without 
the application of any remedy. Add to this, 
Sir, the reaſons. comprized in my diſpatch 
of the 21ſt of laſt month, at this period, Th:s 
furniſbes us with a new reaſon : for the de- 
fign of the court of England to raiſe 12,000 
Swiſs, to aſſiſt the king of Sardinia, is not 
conſidered as a remedy either quick enough 
or ſufficient, in regard to the following rea- 
ſons: 

1½, Becauſe the numerous levies that are 
made on all ſides in $w27zerland in the pre- 
ſent conjuncture, have ſo drained the coun- 
try, that it requires a great deal of time to 
enroll 12,000 men; adh, Becauſe the choice 
both of officers and ſoldiers are already en- 
rolled, ſo that the reſt are not likely to come 
up to that notion that is generally formed of 
the bravery of the troops of that nation ; 
zaly and laſtiy, Becauſe the king of Sardinia 
knows by experience the great deſertion to 
which theſe troops are liable when they are 
thus drawn together without choice. 

As I have before painted for the ſtate in 
ſome of my preceeding letters with as much 
exactneſs as I could poſſibly uſe the character 
of the king and of his miniſters, I will only 
add at preſent, that the count de Maurepais, 
ſo famous for his great knowledge and long 
experience in the marine, which are his de- 
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portment, is alſo perfectly verſed in the law 
of nations, and in the mathematics. , That 
miniſter has a ſound judgment, and loves 
butineſs much. M. Amelot, who has poſ- 
feſſed for more than fix years the office of 
ſecretary of ſtate in the department of fo- 
reign affairs, has acquired thereby a great 
knowledge of the intereſt of princes, the 
characters of nations, and their manner of 
thinking. His excellency is particularly 
well verſed in ancient and modern hiſtory, 
and has beſides adorned his mind by a very 
intimate acquaintance with the Belles Let- 
tres, for which he has an exquiſite taſte. 

M. 4 Argenſon is allo a perſon of very 
great knowledge in different branches of 
learning ; he has a very clear judgment, and, 
as he applies himſelf afſiduouſly, there is 
no doubt that in a very little while he will 
diſtinguiſh himfelf as much in his office of 
fecretary of ſtate, in the department of af- 
fairs relating to war, as he has always hither- 
to done in the different and great employ- 
ments that he has already filled. 

All the miniſters of this court ſeem to me 
to have the ſame ſentiments on the ſubject 
of the true intereſt that France has in the pre- 
fervation and proſperity of the republic, as 
allo in maintaining and increaſing their mu- 
tual friendſhip, which the late cardinal al- 

ways 
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ways had, and which he conſtantly demon- 
ſtrated himſelf to have by all his actions. 

I ought to add here what follows, as well 
to demonſtrate the magnanimity of theſe mi- 
niſters, as their perfect knowledge of my 
integrity. It is that notwithſtanding it is 
very likely, that the ſeducing temptation of 
war has operated upon them pretty ſtrongly 
I have never however been able to remark, 
that when I have diſcovered ſentiments in- 
tirely oppoſite to theirs, this has encreas'd 
in them any coldneſs, or at all alter'd the 
eſteem and affection which they have al- 
ways had for me. 

I have this moment received the letter 
annexed from the Sieur Brouwer, conſul at 
Leghorn, dated 11th inſtant, by which 
their high mightinefſes will perceive, that 
the paſſage of the Panaro, under the gene- 
ral count de Gages has had conſequences 
very diſadvantagious to the affairs of the 
queen of Hungary in Italy. This makes 
me recollect the fable of the dogs, inſerted 
in my moſt reſpectful letter of the 28th 
of laſt January, at the period which be- 
gins, and finally that ſo long as the court of 
Vienna, Sc. and I with with all my heart, 
that the truth ſhadow'd in that fable, may 
not be again verified, in theſe tunes, as it 
has ſo often been heretofore, 
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It is ſaid, that the infant don Philip, is 
putting himſelf on his fide, into a condition 
of atteinpting the paſſage by the mountains, 
in order to fall into the Milaneſe, but this 
is look'd upon as impracticable. 

I had written thus far, when I received 
the reſolution of their high mightineſſes, of 
the 15th inſtant, by which they think pro- 
per, for reaſons mentioned in the ſaid re- 
ſolution, that I ſhould be advertiſed, not 
to add for the future my particular ſenti- 
ments, or my advices on the relations 
which I ſhall ſend. I will conform myſelf 
to this with all obedience. I demand only 
moſt humble permiſſion, to put their high 
mightineſſes in the moſt ſubmiſſive man- 
ner in mind, that I have the honour of a 
ſeat in their illuſtrious aſſembly, as a mem- 
ber of it, and a deputy (mede gecomteierde) 
of their noble and high mightineſſes, our 
lords the ſtates general of Holland, and that 
my relations have had never any other end, 
than to communicate to their high mighti- 
neſſes, all that could come to my know- 
ledge, and that I believed could any ways 
concern the intereſt of the ſtate directly or 
indirectly ; I do not recolle& that I have 
added to my relation, any particular ſenti- 
ment except only with reſpect to conſe- 
quences, which as I conceived would natu- 
rally and neceſſarily reſult from things, re- 
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gard being had to the diſpoſitions of minds 
in this court; and to the nature of its af- 
fair, It is alſo true; that from the begin- 


ning of my embaſſy to this moment, I 


have always wiſhed from my heart and 
foul; that my ſincere and faithſul relations 
might ſerve to baniſh and drive away all 
finiſter interpretations and diſtruſts, and be 
the bleſſed means by which the grace of 
the almighty, ſhould fix, ſecure and aug- 
ment the mutual friendſhip between this 
court and the republic; and he alſo aſſiſting in 
maintaining and ſecuring that peace; which 
is ſo precious for the ſtate, 

However, I afflict myſelf the more if it 
be poſſible, to think (and I ſay it with great 
humility) that I ſhould hence run the leaſt 
danger that theſe conſtant wiſhes, however 
warm and zealous they may be, ſhould one 
day prove fatal to me; and be taken in ill 
part : for I have always believed that theſe 
very things, for the accompliſhment of 
which theſe relations and reflections were 
to ſerve, were among the principal cautes 
of my embaſſy to this court, as alſo very 
conformable to the orders of their high 


mightineſſes. 

Thall look upon myſclt notwithitanding 
as infinitely unhappy to have given occaſion 
for theſe complaints, with the beſt inten- 
tion in the world; ng tho" labouring with 
| all 
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all the aſſiduity and fidelity that it was 
ſible, to have diſpleaſed their high mightis 
neſles, either thro' want of judgment, or 
thro” deficiency in knowledge, or other- 
wiſe, I ſhall not however ceaſe to place 
my con Hdence in the great wiſdom of their 
high mightineſſes, and in their juſtice, al- 
ways equally perfect, becauſe the clearneſs 
of my conſcience re- aſſures me and per- 
ſuades me, that I ſhall never provoke their 
indignation, for the reaſons pronounced by 
the Holy Spirit himfelf, Prov. xvu. 26. and 
alſo becauſe my obedience ſhall be always 
perfect and without any exception. 

There was alſo ſent me at the ſame time 
I received the before-mentioned reſolution 
of their high mightineſſes, the extract added 
OR of a letter from Milan, addre ſſed to 

a perſon of diſtinction of the ſame city, 
called the marquis d Aorio, which letter is 
apparently fabricated at Paris. 

I am told that the letters from Baſh { of 
the 17th inſtant ſay, that thoſe that arrived 
from the Auſtrian army, and were dated 
on the 8th, confirm not only the news of 
the advantage which the Auſtrian and Pred- 
monteze tioops had obtained two days be- 
fore over the Spantards, but they likewiſe 
add, that the battle was fought between 
Selaro and Campo Santo, and that the victors 
were then in purſuit of the vanquiſhed, 
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It is ſaid at preſent, that the orders that 
were ſent ſome days ago to the marſhal 
Beliſſe, to hinder his journey hither, were 
for no other reaſon than that he might re- 
main a little longer at Francfort, where his 
preſence was neceſſary for the ſervice of his 
A eee 
The dauphin found himſelf a little indiſ- 
poſed the day before yeſterday, and it is re- 
marked that the violent cold which has for 
ſome time reigned in 1aly, begins to be felt 

ere. . 


Paris, Feb. 1 am, Sir, &c. 
#5 1743 mY 
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